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Thank you Mr. Chairperson, This agenda item is very important to ensure that 
work within the UN which affects indigenous peoples is coordinated well for maximum 
benefit. At the outset let me thank the Working Group again for involving indigenous 
peoples in the preparation of their working papers on standard setting. This is a major 
breakthrough which is a concrete manifestation of what partnership is all about. 

Free, prior and informed consent and indigenous cultural heritage are issues that 
are also being addressed by other UN bodies. On the basis of a recommendation from the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues the UNDP organized a technical workshop for 
different UN bodies and agencies to share what they are doing in relation to free, prior 
and informed consent in relation to indigenous peoples. A report of the workshop was 
released and our main critique of this is that it was just a compilation of what these 
bodies are doing and not doing and these were presented in a very technical 
manner.There was no in-depth assessment or evaluation of what worked and what did 
not, what lessons were learned which could be shared with the others. The substantial 
and legal issues were not dealt with in any significant manner. This gap fortunately has 
been partly filled in by the Working Paper on FPIC which was presented in this Working 
Group session. 

The Inter-Agency Support Group (IASG) for the Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues is a positive development which could be a very good channel for coordination of 
various UN bodies in relation to how these are addressing indigenous issues. However, 
for this body to function well in its coordinating role, the members of the Permanent 
Forum should also participate in its meetings. The experiences and perspectives of 
indigenous peoples in the country level as far as various UN programs are concerned 
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could be brought in by the indigenous experts. We propose that the IASG endeavours to 
convene longer and more substantial preparatory meetings on specific thematic issues. 
Then the ideas processed in the IASG meetings will be shared in the Permanent Forum 
sessions and also the Working Group on Indigenous Population sessions. 

We recommend that the Working Group and the Permanent Forum work closely 
with other UN agencies and bodies which are dealing with the issue of free, prior and 
informed consent. These include the UNDP, the ILO, the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, the UNEP Dams and Development Project, the World Health Organization, 
the World Bank, among others. Since the Permanent Forum is the body in charge of 
coordinating the work of UN bodies and agencies it may convene these different bodies 
again to discuss in more depth the legal and technical issues around FPIC. Then it should 
come up with recommendations which will be useful for the WGIP in pursuing the 
standard-setting process around FPIC. The sharing of good and bad practices should be 
encouraged as these will be very instructive in configuring the shape and elements of an 
FPIC law, policy or guideline. In the meetings of the IASG there can be a division of 
labour between the UN agencies and bodies depending on their mandates and areas of 
expertise. However, the Permanent Forum Secretariat and Experts and the Working 
Group secretariat and experts can play the role of synthesizing the deliberations and 
recommendations from the IASG meetings and other meetings on this issue. 

In relation to indigenous cultural heritage, the same is being proposed. There 
should be discussions with other bodies dealing with this. Some of these are the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the World Trade Organization, the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), UNESCO, WHO, UNCTAD, the World 
Bank, among others. During the July 2003 session of the WIPO Intergovernmental 
Committee on traditional knowledge, genetic resources and folklore, the African 
governments tabled a proposal to bring the discussion of the protection of traditional 
knowledge to the WTO. Indigenous peoples should discuss whether this is a good idea or 
a bad one. The WTO is more limited in terms of its framework of intellectual property 
protection. It does not have a rights-based and development framework. Its concern is 
more about trade and commercialization. 

There can be discussions held on the call for a crafting of a Convention for the 
protection of indigenous cultural heritage. The Special Rapporteur on Indigenous 
Cultural Heritage can be involved as her guidelines can be a starting point for 
discussions. 

As far as conflict is concerned, there is a host of UN agencies and bodies dealing 
with this. The UNDP for one has a Bureau for Conflict Transformation, which was 
beefed up after 9/11. UNESCO has its own initiatives. The most important body dealing 
with this is of course, the UN Security Council. However, this is an exclusive club and it 
deals more with inter-state conflicts even if there are more intra-state conflicts in the 
world today. It is worthwhile exploring what kinds of relationships can be forged 
between the Working Group, the Permanent Forum and the UN Security Council around 
the issue of conflict and indigenous peoples. 



We, in Tebtebba, were involved in the preparation of a proposal for the UNDP to 
set up an Asia programme on indigenous peoples. This proposal has been approved by 
the Asia Bureau of the UNDP and they have a programme on indigenous peoples for 
Asia. This is based in Bangkok, Thailand and it starts operating next month. This should 
play a role in encouraging Asian governments to create policies, laws or programs for 
indigenous peoples in their countries. 

The need for more substantial coordination between the UN bodies especially in 
terms of how these are addressing indigenous issues should be addressed more 
comprehensively. As indigenous peoples is the common thread, they should be centrally 
involved in discussions and implementation of mechanisms on how to make coordination 
and complementation more meaningful. We recommend that various UN agencies, 
bodies and programmes also coordinate in evaluating how the Millenium Development 
Goals are achieved among indigenous peoples. Next year is the 5 year evaluation of the 
MDGs and it is important to have an indigenous evaluation on these. 

Thank you Chairperson. 


