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Good morning Madame Chairperson, Permanent Forum members and 
delegates. My name is Michael Paul Hill, I am Chiricahua Apache and I am 
here representing the Chiricahua Apache Alliance and the Chiricahua 
Apache Nde Nation. The Alliance recommends that the Permanent Forum 
conduct studies on the violations of Indigenous Peoples rights to their lands, 
territories and natural resources, particularly with respect to indigenous 
communities whose territories have been separated by political borders and 
immigration policies imposed by colonial governments. 

Chiricahua Apaches are well known for our famous leaders - Geronimo, 
Cochise, Mangus and Victorio, yet we do not even have a land base in the 
United States. Chiricahua were among the first and last peoples to resist 
European, Anglo and Mexican incursion into our homelands. We are 
renowned for our resistance to occupation by settlers and the United States 
and Mexican governments, and for our assertion of rights to our land. The 
response to this resistance is genocide and war. Chiricahua men, women, 
children and elders were captured and scattered amongst various 
concentration camps and Indian reservations - ultimately being forced to live 
on lands that were not traditionally our own. Children were taken away 
from their families and placed in boarding schools. Many others fled and 
went into hiding to escape the military incursions. 

The United States facilitated the exploitation of Chiricahua land and 
resources, attempted to destroy our culture, and irreparably harmed our 
spiritual, social, economic and political structure. The Chiricahua's history 
of forced relocation, physical separation and deprivation of our lands has 
damaged our political and economic institutions. Today many of the 
survivors of the Chiricahua tribe live in a diasporic dispersion amongst 
Apache reservations, urban centers and Mexico. The diaspora has resulted 



in serious threats to the survival of Chiricahua spirituality, language and 
culture as well as the social, economic and political disintegration of 
Chiricahua communities. 

Chiricahuas have a deep spiritual connection to their ancestral territory that 
includes parts of present-day New Mexico, Arizona and Mexico. Apaches 
believe that southeastern Arizona was selected by the Creator Ussen to be 
the Apache homeland. We consider the mountain spirits (or Gaan) our 
special protectors - so to leave the mountains where the Chiricahuas 
traditionally resided means alienation from the Gaan. The Chiricahua 
Apaches have suffered deeply from this dislocation and removal from our 
traditional territory. Today there remains a deep sense of loss and a longing 
to return to the original Apache ancestral lands to revitalize Chiricahua 
traditions and ceremony and to protect sacred sites that are in danger of 
desecration without Chiricahua stewardship and preservation. 

The United States has yet to provide redress to the Chiricahua Apaches for 
the gross human rights violations, broken treaties and genocide which we 
have suffered. To date, none of our traditional lands, territories and natural 
resources that were confiscated by the United States and Mexico have been 
returned to us. 

We reiterate our recommendation for the Permanent Forum to conduct 
studies on the violation of Indigenous Peoples rights -including the issue of 
indigenous peoples whose territories have been divided by colonial 
governments, such as the situation of the Chiricahua Apache along the 
Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and Mexico border. 

Thank-you for this opportunity to address the Permanent Forum. 


