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Thank you Madam Chairperson. 

Distinguished participants, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 

The Expert Group Meeting on Urban Indigenous People and Migration, co-organized by UN-
HABITAT and the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum, the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, the International Organization for Migration and the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Santiago de Chile in March 2007, decided on a number 
of recommendations to the co-organizing agencies and the wider UN system. These 
recommendations were agreed to by the Permanent Forum at its 6 t h session. The meeting invited 
UN-HABITAT and the co-organizing agencies to elaborate policy guidelines for governments 
and local authorities to assist in the development of public policies related to challenges faced by 
indigenous peoples in town and cities. The experts identified a number of areas and issues to be 
addressed by these guidelines, including employment, education, health, housing, and migration 
and population dynamics. 

These guidelines aim to assist national governments and local authorities to more effectively 
realize the rights of indigenous peoples in towns and cities, in the context of accelerated 
migration. The guidelines are expected to serve as a tool which can contribute to the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and complement the 
United Nations Development Group Guidelines on Indigenous Peoples' Issues. 

The Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Peoples has begun implementation of this 
recommendation. At the Group's 2007 Annual Meeting UN-HABITAT was called on to 
coordinate of the initiative. During the first week of this session of the Permanent Forum initial 
consultations were held with Permanent Forum Members and Secretariat, as well as with UN 
agencies, on the Policy Guide Initiative. The consultations stressed the importance of ensuring the 
participation of indigenous peoples, their representatives and institutions throughout this process, 
to ensure the relevance and applicability of the Policy Guides on the ground. 

As a starting-point, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and UN-HABITAT 
are undertaking a review of policies, programmes and practices relevant to the improvement of 
indigenous peoples' living conditions in urban areas. In line with UN-HABITAT's mandate on 
promoting adequate shelter for all, we have taken on the development of the Policy Guide on 
housing for indigenous peoples in the urban setting. This policy guide, currently in draft form, 
will assist governments in the progressive realization of the right to adequate housing - a right 
denied to many indigenous peoples in numerous cities around the world. We hope to present this 
Guide at the Fourth Session of the World Urban Forum, to be held 2-7 November of this year in 
Nanjing, China. 

Indigenous peoples' issues will be addressed in particular events during the upcoming World 
Urban Forum, keeping in spirit with the previous World Urban Forum session, hosted by the 
Government of Canada in Vancouver, where indigenous peoples' issues featured prominently on 
the agenda. 

We would like to acknowledge the support of the Government of Canada for the Policy Guide 
Initiative and thank the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum for organizing this session on "On
going priorities and themes". 

Thank you. 


