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Dear Madame Chair, 

I am making this statement on behalf of the Chief and Council members of 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (Kl) Nation. They are currently being incarcerated by 
the government of Canada and the Province of Ontario for taking a stand to protect the 
Human Rights of the Indigenous Peoples of Kl. The Kl Chief and Council stand behind 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples even if it means 
they have to go to jail. The Declaration recognizes Indigenous Peoples as having 
Human Rights and that is why Canada does not recognize the Declaration. The whole 
Canadian economy is based on the "Colonial Doctrines of Discovery," which does not 
recognize us as having Human Rights. 

In particular our Chief and Council are standing up to our land against destructive 
mining development. They have been sentenced to jail for six months for contempt of 
court because we would not allow the Canadian mining corporation Platinex to do 
exploratory drills in our traditional territories. Ours is not the only community in this dire 
situation. We understand that other peoples have been arrested in the Yankton Sioux 
area in South Dakota, United States and Grassy Narrows First Nation of Canada for 
standing up for their human rights. 

Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug is an indigenous community and signatory to Treaty 9. 
Our community is a fly-in community North of the 50 t h parallel and our peoples still live 
off our land and maintain a strong connection with our land and culture. We speak our 
language in our community and English is a second language, we maintain our own 
laws and the Canadian court system is alien and adversarial to us. Still we see very 
clearly what is going on - the Platinex corporation, the Canadian and provincial 
governments are throwing the full weight of their system against us in an attempt to 
frighten us and stop us from standing up to protect our Mother Earth and livelihood. But 
we know how fragile the circle of live is, especially up North, if we allow them to destroy 
the land and the water our children will not be able to live where we grew up, they will 
lose the food and sustenance we have. Today we draw our water from the Lake, but the 
proposed mining site is close to creeks that empty into our lake and it will impact our 
water. 

Canadian courts have ruled that the Crown has a fiduciary obligation to protect the 
interests of our peoples, but instead the Province of Ontario sided with the corporation 
and incarcerated our leadership. The Canadian government has been completely silent 



and is to burying this issue through their silence. As indigenous peoples we have an 
inherent and constitutional right to resolution of our land rights, to meaningful 
consultation and accommodation; and the right to free, prior and informed consent to 
mineral exploration and resource development in our territory. This means that we can 
say "no" to such development as our community has. 

All these indigenous rights have also been recognized in the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, but as you know Canada voted against the Declaration, 
because they know that their policies violate the Declaration. They want to allow the 
corporations, like Platinex, to continue their business as usual. 

In recent years we have seen an increased "law and order" stance on the part of these 
governments. They claim superiority of their colonial laws. When we stand up for our 
rights, our land and our future generations we are treated like criminals. This colonial 
law has no moral and ethical basis, law and order regimes like this have led to terrible 
genocides in the past and have the potential for once again escalating into drastic 
consequences for our peoples. 

We the peoples of the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug are the peoples of the land and 
we have a legal and moral obligation to protect our territory for future generations. We 
are very concerned that this is only the beginning of a new cycle of incarceration and 
violence against indigenous peoples in the North. We ask that urgent measures be 
taken to avoid further escalation of these situations. We ask the UNPFII and our 
indigenous brothers and sisters here to: 

• Send out an urgent appeal to ECOSOC, the Special Rapporteur, other relevant 
UN bodies and the governments of Canada and other state members who are 
conducting criminalization and militarization against our peoples to stop this 
behavior and to respect our rights to protect our lands and resources 

• Call for an immediate UN independent observer to the Kl territory to monitor and 
report back to relevant UN bodies on the situation 

• Request that in an emergency session of the General Assembly that the issue of 
criminalization/militarization against indigenous peoples be included as directly 
relating to efforts to safeguard against climate change and the destruction of the 
life sources 

• Adopt a special theme for the next Permanent Forum to directly address the 
issue of criminalization and militarization against indigenous communities 

• condemn the indigenous and human rights violations of the government of 
Canada and Ontario against the peoples of Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug and 
call for the immediate and unconditional release of our leaders and community 
member. 

Meegwitch 


