
These Comments are Intended [o Address Item 5 (b; Pnncipal Theme : 
« Review of the draft principles and guidelines on the protection of the heritage of indigenous 

peoples.» 

Mr. Chairman, Madam Secretariat, distinguished delegates and my dear friends : 

The current failure of the Working Group on the Draft Declaration in its adaption of only two 
articles of the Draft in ten years is unpresidented even by United Nations standards. 

There is ample support in the United Nations' prior conventions, declarations and treaties, for the 
Working Group to adapt the Draft and send it forward. 

The « No Change » stance, if indeed them is one, is contrary to United Nations practice in 
standard setting. If however, there is another reason for the stalemate, whether it be in fighting, 
posturing, or an attempt to correct history, whatever the reason, we call for its immediate 
cessation. To much is at stake to allow this to continue any further. 

As the title indicates on its face, The Draft declaration, is a draft. Drafts are subject to change 
and no draft has ever survived the United Nations process of adaption without change. Even if 
adapted as is, the Draft is still subject to change as it moves through the adaption process. 

The inexcusable delay and failure by the Working Group on the Draft Declaration to adapt the 
draft is harming the very people it's intended to help. The violation of human rights and the 
taking of life, even as we speak, will not miraculously stop with the adaption of the draft, but it 
will be a huge step in that direction. 

In the words of the Director of the Asian Indigenous Tribal Peoples Network, Mr. Subhas 
Chakma, 

« If progress is to be made in the Working Group on the Draft Declaration, indigenous 
representatives must accept proposals - which are consistent with existing international law but 
do not harm or infringe the rights of indigenous peoples and respect the identity and integrity of 
indigenous peoples. The Nordic proposal is a step in the right direction to break the stalemante 
for considration and adaption of the Draft Declaration. » 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Lubin Martinez. Indigenous Person 
United Peoples Assemby 


