
Mr. Chairman, Madam Secretaritat, distinguished delegates and my dear friends : X ' U 

These Comments are Intended to Address Item 4 (b) Principal Them' 
« Indigenous Peoples and Conflict Resolution » / 

/ 
My comments are with respect to conflict resolution as it is commonly practiced and understood 
today. 

Conflict Resolution, however mofified, is a process. . . .a R E LA T I O N AL process in which 
two or more parties try to resolve their issues through negotiation. Parties only agree to 
participate if it is to their advantage to do so. If its easier and to their advantage to get what they 
want outside the process - they will. They will not engage in Conflict Resolution. 

An integral part of the process of all models of Conflict Resolution is listening and 
understanding to the other parties issues and concerns and to help develope and create solutions 
with them. If we as LP. want our concerns and our needs to be taken seriously and respected -
we will have to respect and take the concerns and needs of the other parties seriously as well. 

LP are squarely confronted with State Sovemty and Territorial Integrety state issues. These are 
the founding principals for which international law was created and they are now enshrined in 
many UN documents. International treaties and the effects of Globalization have erroded the 
edges of these principals, but states have consented to these effects only because it has been to 
their advantage to do so. 

It has been mentioned that LP. were not consulted in the creation of international law as we 
know it today. Irregardless - NOW is the time to make ourselves relevant where we have not 
been in the past. The past is just that. PAST. The responsibility for insuring our Human Rights 
rests squarely on OUR shoulders. WE must develope the strategies to ensure them. 

My dear friends . . . WE as LP, participating in our own destiny, must invent creative ways of 
engaging governments, institutions like the International Monetary Fund, the World Trade 
Organization and others within the UN system. WE must create the value for them to participate 
with us. 

As hard as all these prospects seem - the most difficult work—the real work, lies within 
ourselves. We as LP share in a common heritage. We have survived in our respective 
environments around the world for centuries. We learned from our environment. We adapted to 
it. We didn't insist that the environment adapt to us. The consequence of not adapting was 
extinction. We must invent new options. It may even be necessary to reassess our priorities. 
Merely reciting our values, our belief systems and past wrongs is not effective. As the various 
speakers have shown here - No one's paying attention. 

Ultimately, it's up to us and its about us. . . .not about them. 

Over the centuries we as LP have been victimized and continue to be, but I would ask you to 
consider for a moment — that there is a distinction to be made here between being victimized 
and being a victim. (STORY) 

My dear brothers and sisters. . . .UNDERSTAND -- There is NO HUMAN RIGHT that can be 
given to you or me. If its theirs to give, its theirs to deny. Nor do we need anyone's permission 
to stand in full ownership of all our rights. 

It is not an accident that you and I are in the world today - NOW in this moment in time. 



WE - YOU AND I - WE ARE THE PEOPLE WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR. NOW IS 
THE TIME. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lubin Martinez, Indigenous Person 


