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Madame Chair, 

Distinguished members of UNPFII, Government delegates, indigenous sisters and brothers, 

It is a universally established fact that all human beings are affected by the impact of Climate 
change. We indigenous peoples are even more affected by it adding extreme poverty, hunger, 
famine, malnutrition, and displacement due to the severe impact of climate change. 
Unfortunately existing laws and policies relating to mitigate negative impacts of climate change 
have adverse effects on indigenous peoples' lives and communities. Indigenous peoples have 
been deprived from making their livelihood from their traditionally owned land and forest as the 
government had confiscated it from them and given to others in the name of community forest 
management, which has been highly publicized as a Clean Development Measures (CDM). 

Madame Chair, twenty one indigenous peoples living in the high mountain regions are under the 
threat of Glacier Lake outburst floods. Out of 2,315 glacier lakes, 26 lakes are in potential danger 
of outburst resulting floods that could directly affect indigenous peoples. Huge augmentation of 
ice melted water as a result of global warming has created such a possibility in Nepal. If these 
glacier lakes should burst, it would destroy and displace a huge number of indigenous peoples 
such as Sherpa, Thami, Jirel, Rai, Tamang, Majhi, Danuwar, and Sunuwar who live in this 
region. There are limited number of studies being carried out relating to climate change vis-à-vis 
glaciers however none of the study address the concerns of indigenous peoples and their 
situation. 

Madame Chair, our main recommendations to address the problems are: 

• The government must give special attention to indigenous peoples living in the 
potentially dangerous areas of outburst of glacier lakes to protect their life, property and 
community. 

• The government and UNFCC give de-jure and de-facto recognition of indigenous 
peoples under all legal and policy frame work to combat against adverse impacts of 
climate change. 

• We strongly support the recommendation made by Asia Caucus 

Thank you Madame Chair 


