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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 

This is a joint statement from indigenous peoples' organizations of Bangladesh. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank UNESCO, and the United Nations as 
well, for supporting the peace process in the Chittagong Hill Tracts by awarding the 
then Prime Minister of Bangladesh with the Houpet-Felix Boigny Peace Award 1999 
for her leadership in facilitating the signing of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord in 
December, 1997. We believe this was not just to personally honour the prime 
minister, but to support the entire peace process. 

However, almost seven years after the signing of the Accord, which was preceded by 
more than two decades of a people's struggle against injustice and militarization, 
meaningful self-government and a just peace are yet to return. 

As a part of the ''peace process", development work was to start in the region. The 
Accordingly, a "Risk Assessment Mission" was conducted jointly by the UNDP and 
Government of Bangladesh, in 2002. However, the report of this mission was not 
based upon facts and an unbiased assessment of the real situation in the region. The 
report has made certain comments about the PCJSS, which are inaccurate and unjust. 
Regarding the military presence in the region, it says (and I quote); Hhe role of the 
Army is to maintain a stable security environment in the CHT with a view to 
assisting the GoB and other agencies in implementing the Peace Accord." This is 
totally absurd and untrue. The army's presence is actually hindering, rather than 
helping, the implementation of the Accord, and the presence of the army's hundreds 
of camps is contrary to the letter and spirit of the Accord. 
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We are also concerned that UN bodies and agencies involved with development 
projects in indigenous peoples territories do not always act in accordance with 
international human rights standards, relevant treaties and agreements, and the 
principle of prior informed consent. It is also important to ensure that non-indigenous 
organizations are not given priority over indigenous organizations in development 
partnerships with UN agencies in indigenous territories, such as the Chittagong Hiil 
Tracts. 

Therefore, we would like to hope that UNESCO, UNDP and other United Nations 
bodies take due care in ensuring that undemocratic governments cannot take 
advantage of partnerships with UN bodies. We also hope that the aforesaid UN 
agencies will continue to support the peace process in the CHT and help prevent 
injustice and discrimination. 

Against this backdrop, we take this opportunity to urge the United Nations and its 
speciliazed agencies, programmes and funds to be vigilant about certain development 
process and practices, which are applicable in the Chittagong Hiil Tracts, as 
elsewhere: 

1. To request the UNDP to have regular country-level meetings of indigenous 
peoples and representatives of UN agencies, funds and programmes (to be 
convened by the United Nations Development Programme) to help ensure that UN 
human rights standards are followed in all projects and programmes of the 
country-level UN agencies and funds. 

2. For UN agencies, programmes and funds and programmes to support initiatives of 
indigenous women's organizations to monitor, document and report the situation 
of indigenous women's human rights and to cooperate with national and 
international human rights organizations regarding these issues. 

3. To request ILO to establish a simple, clear and transparent complaint mechanism 
regarding violations to its conventions and to amend its rules on participation to its 
international conferences to allow the direct participation on indigenous peoples' 
representatives. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


