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Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, May 2007 
Statement by Buffalo River Dene Nation 
Agenda Item 4: Land, territories and natural resources 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak. My name is Adelard 
Blackman, Special Emissary for Buffalo River Dene Nation in No/them 
Saskatchewan, Canada. I make this statement on behalf of our Chiet Louis 
Chinalquay and Council and the people of Buffalo River Dene Nation. 

I have a message from my people to the members of the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues regarding the absence of 
implementation of the "Millennium Development Goals," and the special theme 
that unites all of us here today, "territories, lands and natural resources": 

Through its development policy, the Canadian Government actively 
violates the human rights of Indigenous Peoples both inside and outside Canada. 
We have witnessed Canadian government supported multinational corporations 
perpetrating violations to our lands and our people and hear the cries of our 
Indigenous sisters and brothers outside of Canada who face the same 
degradation by these systems and corporations. 

We congratulate our Mayan brothers and sisters of Guatemala who 
successfully managed to protect and save their lands from the mining operation 
of Canada based multinational Skyresources. 

Last march, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
recommended to Canada to take appropriate measures to prevent acts of 
transnational corporations registered in Canada which negatively impact on the 
enjoyment of rights of indigenous peoples. In particular, the Committee 
recommended to the State party that it explore ways to hold transnational 
corporations registered in Canada accountable". 

We, as the Buffalo River Dene Nation, strongly believe that Canada will 
not follow this recommendation, just as it never implemented all other decisions 
made by human rights bodies such as the Human Rights Committee and the 
Inter- American Commission, simply because of the economic interests of the 
Canadian government and it's multinationals. 

It is clear to world wide Indigenous Peoples that when Canada voted 
against the United Nations Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
on June 29,2006, the motivation behind that vote was uniquely based on 
Canada's will to block a universal recognition of Indigenous Peoples rights over 
lands and natural resources. 



The world is increasingly getting aware of the fact that, far from being a 
country of peace and tolerance, Canada is being driven by money and greed. 
Sadly, the devastation that Canadian corporations provoke outside Canada, 
notably in New Caledonia, Republic Democratic of Congo, Phillipines, Burma or 
Tibet, does not surprise our people. Fraud and deception is what we have 
experienced from Canadian authorities since we first met them. 
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Already in 2002, a UN report, under the recommendation of K6fi Anan was 
given to the Security Council, accusing 5 Canadian companies of mineral rape. 

In 1907, when our people celebrated Treaty 10 with the Canadian 
authorities and they told us that our land and way of life would be respected. 
However, in the 1940s and 1950s, over 1.7 million tons of radioactive waste and 
tailings were dumped in and around Great Bear Lake, contaminating all food 
sources of the Dene People, causing major health problems. In order to access 
resources inside our lands, the government of Canada has found no limits to 
their strategy of diminishing our territory and undermining our rights as a People. 
Today it is Oil, Uranium, Diamonds, and our forests that bring people who have 
never lived on the land into our territory to take away our property and build their 
own fortunes in some far off place while we are left to deal with the 
environmental destruction and social problems. 

In an attempt to have the rule of law prevail, we appeal to the Canadian 
court and requested the application of all rights that were supposedly guaranteed 
under Treaty 10. We brought Canadian documents to Canadian courts. Then 
we realized that Canadian courts' "rule of law" were merely working toward the 
maintenance of the same colonial system that deprived us, Indigenous nations 
from their sovereignty. How can we expect them to make judgments in a fair and 
just fashion? 

Human rights violations inside and outside Canada are products of the 
same colonial system that continues. In order to feed its economic and political 
system, which is causing human rights violations overseas, Canada uses 
domestic laws to undermine Indigenous Peoples rights over their land and 
natural resources. 

[Likewise Canadian corporations, Canadian systems and courts uphold 
each of each other in the plunder of our land and resources. It is as if we did not 
exist in our own land]. 

Two months ago, the Committee on the Elimination and Racial 
Discrimination acknowledged that, in Canada, "claims" of Aboriginal land rights 
are being settled primarily through litigation, at a disproportionate cost for the 
Aboriginal communities concerned due to the strongly adversarial positions taken 
by the federal and provincial governments. The CERD also made note of several 



other land rights violations in Canada. The extermination my people and other 
Indigenous Peoples are facing is well known by the United Nations. 

It is time for a truth and reconciliation on Indigenous issues, time for the 
non-indigenous peoples to learn what our land means to us, time to recognize 
our human rights that are guaranteed by a number of international instruments, 
time the investors see what their investment dollars are doing tojDur children and 
our land, time we bring home the damage to those that exploit without 
consideration. 

On behalf of the Dene people of Buffalo River, I want to recall that while 
the Canadian government has not stopped its colonial assimilation policy, the 
Millennium development Goals will be nothing more than a set of documents 
containing honorable, but non-executable, intentions. Current Canadian 
resource development methods and procedure means genocide to my people. 

As pointed out by Roldopho Stavenhagen in his last report to the Human 
Rights Council, it is time now to bridge the implementation gaps and enforce 
instruments that are existing to recognize and protect the human rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. The Forum have a crucial role to play in this respect. 

[We can come here to the United Nations year after year, and we do. We 
can make speeches year after year, and we do. We plead year after year, and 
we do. We continue to bleed year after year. When will we have access to 
justice? When will the agreements made with our people be honored? When will 
rule of law apply to everyone? Our hope and options are decreasing and our 
patience is wearing thin.] 

As we have already stated, "no development will be allowed in our 
territory until Buffalo River Dene Nation decides how and when this will happen, if 
at all. We will protect our way of life, our people, and our traditional territory by 
any means necessary."1 Thank you to this forum and to you Madame 
Chairperson. 

Finally, we request to Canada to comply with all international human rights 
instruments as well as all decisions that were made by human rights treaty 
bodies and other human rights organs. 

We request Canada to comply with the ILO 169, the norms on the 
responsibilities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises with 
regard to human rights approved in 2003 by UN Sub-Commission Proposed 
Inter-American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Convention on 
Biological Diversity, Agenda 21 and to respect the rights of free and prior 

Statement to the Working Group on Indigenous Population, Geneve 2006. 



informed consent, indigenous peoples ownership over lands and natural 
resources. 

We also like to request to the OHCHR, in line with the recommendation 
made by the WGIP to draft guidelines on Indigenous Peoples and the private 
sector. 

Ma Cee Chou. 

For further information, please go to: http://brdnnpo. pooplepaqes. com/ 
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