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Statement by Community Action and Research for Development (CARD) 
6th Session of UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

United Nations Headquarters, New York, May 14th - 25th, 2007 

Special Theme: Land, Territories and Natural Resources 

Presented by Ms. Sumshot Khular1, President, CARD, Manipur, India 

Greetings from Manipur, India. 
Respected Madam Chairperson, members of the Forum, Indigenous Sister and 
Brothers! 

For the Nagas, the community owns the land, not the state, governed by unwritten 
custom and traditions. In the Naga areas land holdings are under the control of the 
village administration, which exercise executive, judicial and administrative autonomy. 
The Nagas enjoy the rights of inheritance and occupancy and every village has one or 
more clan, and have three- tier systems of land ownership, clan, village and private land. 
For the Nagas indigenous people (of Manipur) control over territory and land are related 
to the issue of identity and territoriality. They are traditionally tied to land and forests with 
which they had established a symbiotic relationship. Land and forests are the two basic 
resources for their subsistence 

The Indigenous peoples in Manipur have been opposing any policy that treats the hills 
and valleys as homogenous or entails the enactment of a uniform law applicable to both 
the valley and hills ,one such best example is the, 

"The announcement by the Revenue Minister E Biramani on the floor of the Assembly on July 4 that the 
Manipur Land Revenue and Land Reforms Act has been extended to certain parts of the hill district. The Minister informed 
the House, MLR and LR Act has been extended to 39 villages in Churachandpur district, five villages in Chandel district 
and one in Tamenglong. The Revenue Minister also informed the Assembly that as the Act has been extended to the said 
villages, valley people are entitled to buy land and settle down there. Different meanings and interpretations can be given 
to the decision of the Government, but we would like to look at it from a purely objective point of view and lay our case 
before the public and the readers. * 

The Sixth Amendment Bill (1989) is particularly problematic as it threatens tribals/ 
Indigenous peoples land rights thus exposing the hills people to the risks of losing their 
land without creating an alternative livelihood system. Assimilation and integration are 
attempts to undermine our historical and customary rights over our territory and natural 
resources. We saw the exploitation of our resources by outsiders who control the market 
and exploit the state's resources especially the forests wealth. This also led to many 
strong people's determination to resists such activities gets articulated as struggles to 
preserve our nationality, identity and ethnicity. 

1 Ms.Sumshot Khular is a Lamkang indigenous person, President of Community Action for Research and 
Development(CARD) Initiatives of the Lamkang Indigenous peoples based in Thamlakhuren village, 
Manipur,India. 
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The Sangai Express 06 July, 2002 . When the Land Reformed Act of Assam was adopted hy the state of Manipur in 
1960,the whole of the hills areas in Manipur was excluded from the juirsdiction of the Act for the protection of the 
areas occupied by the tribals/indigenous peoples from time immemorial. 
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The Indian governments responses to these movements in Manipur or Northeast is 
based on the perception of the situation, that it is a threat to international security and a 
breach of law and order, underlined by India's strategic interests in the Northeast as a 
buffer zone, a corridor and transit to East and Southeast Asia, and a source of valuable 
resources like oil, timber and hydroelectric power. 

The Armed Forces Special Power Act (AFSPA) 1958 grants special impunity powers to 
Indian security forces has for the last 49 years been in force in Northeast India, in 
Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura and Assam. This Act empowered security forces to occupy 
indigenous lands including our agricultural lands, schools, religious and community 
institutions, sacred and cultural sites for the establishment of their bases, camps, 
checkpoints, outpost without free and prior consent of the indigenous peoples and 
communities or the local traditional authorities. The presence of the military in our areas 
is an act of occupation and they over exploit the natural resources where they occupy. 

With the recent government's introduction of the Central Special Economic Zone Act 
2005, is anti constitution, anti-people and anti national. It targets the very tenets of the 
Indian Constitution, especially Democracy. It infringes upon the Fundamental Right of 
the citizens guaranteed in Part III of the Constitution of India, especially Right to Life and 
Livelihood. It is against the spirit of the Directive Principles of the state policy as ensured 
in Part IV of the Constitution. It violates the Panchayat Raj Act for self -rule and PESA 
for people's supreme control over resources, Water, Forest and Land. The recent valiant 
struggle of peasantry in Nandigram and Singur in West Bengal against the land 
acquisition for the proposed chemical hub had drawn nationwide attention. Despite the 
March 14 massacre, the continuing reign of terror unleashed by the police and the hired 
killers of the ruling party remain defiant and refused to surrender. 

Many states governments are in line to giving away the lands quietly to the companies. 
More than 1, 25,000 hectares of land is projected to be acquired for SEZ. In most cases 
the government is using the colonial land Acquisition Act to acquire lands for SEZs. It is 
misusing the "power of eminent" domain under this Act and the government's present 
position that state should stay out of the land acquisition and rehabilitation process and 
that it should be between the two parties (private party and land owner) The SEZ Act 
makes no mention about land acquisition procedure for SEZs. 

Recommendation: 
• A Land commission to investigate the problem related to land ownership and 

land rights be set up immediately in Manipur, 
• A separate Acts can be drafted for the indigenous peoples(hills) 
• Special Economic Zone(SEZ) Act be repeal/scrap completely that aims to set up 

extra-territorial authorities within the country and acquire huge tracts of farm and 
forestlands for the corporate capitalists while endangering the lives and 
livelihoods of millions, 

• States, corporations, Banks and the donor community should seek the full, free, 
and prior informed consent of indigenous peoples on all projects affecting our 
territories .resources and culture, 

• States should respect and recognise indigenous people's practices, values and 
principles with regard to their land, resources, culture and recognise indigenous 
land and property systems. 
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• We demand the removal of all artificial state boundaries that were imposed on 
the Naga people by state without free, prior and informed consent of the Naga 
People, 

• Unification/integration of the Naga areas does not seek to disintegrate or 
encroach upon other peoples' land, neither is it integration to the present 
Nagaland state as clearly stated by the Chiefs/Chairman/Headman of the Naga 
Villages Memorandum submitted1 to GOI on December 12,2005 

Thank you, Chairperson, for your kind attention. 


