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AGENDA ITEM 4 
Standard-setting activités: evolution of  standards concerning the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. 

(a) The concept of  "Indigenous Peoples" 

Madam Chairperson, since this is the first  time that we have taken the floor  in this 
the fourteenth  session of  this Working Group, let us first  of  all congratulate you on 
your election to the chair. 

The Confederaxy  of  Treaty Six First Nations would also like to express our sincere 
gratitude to our Elders for  their prayers making it possible for  us to be able to attend 
this important forum  once again. At the same time we also would like to join all the 
other delegations in offering  our heartfelt  condolences to the family  of  our young 
brother Sebastien who lost his life  in the course of  supporting a very wortly cause 
"Freedom for  all Political Prisoners". 

With regard to the questions of  the need of  a definition  for  "Indigenous Peoples" we 
are one hundred percent in support of  the joint statement of  the Indigenous 
Preparatory meeting that was made by our colleague Mr. Littlechild at yesterdays 
opening session. The First Nations of  Treaty Six have always taken the stand that 
integral to our right to self-determination  is the right to determine who the citizens of 
our First Nations are. The Indigenous Peoples, better than anyone else, know who we 
are and who is recognized as part of  our Nations according to our own customs, laws 
and traditions. To better illustrate this phenomenon the following  statement is a fact. 
The government of  Canada cannot and will not tell the government of  the United 
States who their citizens are and what criteria they should use to determine U.S. 
citizenship. However, this is exacdy what the government of  Canada is doing to the 
sovereign First Nations of  Treaty Six with whom they have an international Treaty. 
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In conclusion. Madam Chairperson, we cannot, we must not allow these very same 
governments the opportunity to determine at this level who Indigenous Peoples are 
under the transparently veiled threat that "unless we have a definition,  some of  the 
countries will be very unhappy and will try to scuttle the work on the draft  declaration 
on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples". These scaremongering tactics are unacceptable 
to us and we would encourage all governments to participate in this process in good 
faith.  We know it must be tough when you are used to having your own way. You 
have had your own way since colonization began and look where it has gotten you. 
The world is on the brink of  economic collapse and environmental disaster. Maybe is 
about time you listened to Indigenous Peoples, after  all we are all in this together. 

Ay Hy, Thank You for  this time and may the Creator guide our deliberations. 
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