
Concept of  Indigenous Peoples by the Assembly of  First Nations 

Thank you Madame Chairperson. I am honoured to speak here before  Indigenous Peoples 
from  around the world. The Assembly of  First Nations appreciates this opportunity and wants 
to remain involved in this forum. 

While we were not in attendance at the preparatory meetings of  the Indigenous Caucus, we 
can safely  say that most First Nations located in the territory known as Canada, will fully 
support the position put forward  yesterday by Mr. Littlechild. 

The Indigenous Peoples themselves are the only ones who can define  themselves. Who else 
should have such a right ? The various indigenous nations of  this world are diverse. Even 
within the North American territory known as Canada, the various First Nations each have 
their own concept of  who they are. We would not attempt to define  each other and would 
expect other peoples to respect this approach. 

Is it not enough that the nation-state has attempted to impose its laws over our lands and 
peoples ? We have survived this assault. We do not now need a further  attempt by nation-
states to define  our identity in the international arena. 

Please allow us the dignity to define  ourselves in accordance with our own traditions. This is 
the only standard required in terms of  defining  Indigenous Peoples. A single definition  of  so 
many diverse and original peoples can only be viewed as a colonial imposition of  alien 
standards. 

We would very much appreciate if  the Working Group would reflect  what appears to be a 
consensus amongst Indigenous Peoples gathered here. What more could you possibly need ? 

There are much more important issues in terms of  standards to be addressed. 

Thank you for  this time and we look forward  to making further  interventions on other agenda 
items. 
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