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Mr. Chairman: 

1. Ka Lahui Hawaii (KLH) supports and endorses Resolution 
1995/32 presented by the Indigenous Caucus to the 
Subcommission on November 22, 1995. 

2. The most fundamental  expression of  the right of  self-
determination of  all peoples is their right to determine who 
they are through self-identification.  Therefore,  KLH 
believes that the right of  self-determination  of  indigenous 
peoples will be diminished if  states impose their definition 
of  the term on indigenous peoples. Such a process could 
not and would not be inclusive of  'traditional' and 'cultural' 
criterion which only indigenous peoples themselves can 
express. 

3. KLH notes that the term "minority' has not been defined  in 
the Declaration on the Rights of  Minorities and that this 
has not negatively impacted the effectiveness  of  that 
Declaration. 

Mr. Chairman: 

KLH believes that the Working Group should be guided by 
the research and report of  Jose Martinez Cobo - The Special 
Rapporteur of  the SubCommission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of  Minorities (see 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/ 1986/7/Add.4 - Study of  the Problem of 
Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations Vol. 5). 

Cobo noted correctly that the indigenous perspective does not 
support a concrete definition  - but rather a typology in which 
both objective and subjective criterion are distinguished. 
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Cobo notes that indigenous peoples prefer  to be addressed by 
their own cultural names, rather than referred  to as 'indigenous'. 

Mr Chairman: 

We are Kanaka  Maoli  we are Hawaiians. We want to 
preserve our distinct culture and unique traditions in the 
Hawaiian Archipelagic region. We cannot be lumped into a single 
global definition  of  'indigenous peoples' without losing our 
cultural identity. 

Mr. Chairman: 

KLH requests that the WGIP and all other indigenous 
representatives to endorse the Cobo report and its typolgoical 
approach. Only in this way can we preserve our peoples right to 
self-determination. 



Input of  Ka Lahui Hawaii to U.S. 
State Department on Draft  Declaration 

1996 Session Working Group 

Ka Lahui Hawaii supports the Draft  Declaration in its present form  without amendments or 
changes. 

Ka Lahui Hawaii is concerned that efforts  wiil be made to alter provisions relating to 'self-
determination'. The State Department and the U.S. have approved the international 
definition  of  'self-determination'  when the U.S. approved the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political rights. We disagree with the position that the term is open to "varying 
interpretations". There is only one definition  of  the term in the ICCPR and the U.S. has 
endorsed this definition  for  "aU peoples" under the ICCPR - it is inconsistent for  the U.S. 
to now assert that for  some of  its own indigenous peoples "self-determination''  means "the 
promotion of  tribal self-governance".  Hawaiians are net tribal and are excluded from  the 
current U.S. Policy of  federal  recognition of  Indian and Alaskan Natives. All Pacific  Basin 
peoples from  the U.S. Trust Territories are also excluded. 

Article #1 - The term peoples. 

The U.S. position is contradictory. The U.S. in Geneva has voiced concerns relating to 
the's' in peoples. 

Ka Lahui Hawaii notes that the U.S. Congress passed S. Con. Res. 44 on November 2~ 
1993. The U.S. Congress Resolution refers  to indigenous Peoples both in its title and in 
its provisions. The U.S. currently in its own laws uses the's' on peoples. 

JCa Lahui Hawaii attended the State Department breakfast  briefing  in Beijing. In Beijing, 
Mr. Timothy Wirth speaking to over 800 U.S. women delegates, stated that the U.S. 

"supported the V in peoples. State Department staffers  who met with the U.S. Women of 
Color Delegation informed  us that the U.S. had 'dropped a marker* on this issue - i.e. 
changed its policy. We have a video of  the speech given in Beijing by Mr. Wirth. His 
statement is clear and unequivocal. 

Ka Lahui Hawaii urges the U.S. to communicate its support for  'self-determination*  for 
indigenous peoples in a consistent and coherent manner. 

In closing - Ka Lahui Hawaii and Ka Pakaukau requested several months-ago that there be 
briefings  in Hawaii by State Department for  Native Hawaiians and all other Pacific  Basin 
Trust Territories indigenous peoples. These requests were sent to Charles Henry. We also 
discussed this with Mr. Michael Dennis in D.C. last month. We have not had any written 
response to our requests as of  this date. 

We look forward  to working with the U.S. State Department in the future. 


