
ASIA CAUCUS COLLECTIVE STATEMENT ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

7 t h Session of the UN Permanent Forum on indigenous issues 

AGENDA ITEM: 3 on Climate Change, Bio-cultural diversity and livelihoods; the 
stewardship role of indigenous peoples and new challenges 

We, representatives of the indigenous peoples in Nepal, India and Northeast India, 
Bangladesh, Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, 
Taiwan and Japan have deliberated on the issue of climate change for two days in 
Kathmandu, Nepal from 25-26 February 2008 as part of the Asian Regional preparatory 
meeting for the UNPFII. We have identified issues that need to be addressed during the 
7 t h Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII). 

We noted with great concern the impacts of climate change on the livelihood and health 
of indigenous peoples, who depend on the land, forest, rivers and sea as a source of 
sustenance. Changes in climate have adversely affected the patterns of farming and 
fishing seasons. Extremes in weather patterns, for example high or no rainfall, which 
occur in higher frequencies and in longer periods have brought about in some cases 
natural disasters due to severe flooding or droughts and incidences of a disease outbreak. 
The indigenous communities who are faced with this situation have to endure untold 
sufferings. 

Indigenous peoples are not only forced to relocate from their traditional ancestral territory 
because of development pressures due to logging, plantations, mining and infrastructural 
development but also because of the high frequency of natural disasters caused by 
climate change. For example, the melting of glaciers in Nepal has caused affected 
indigenous peoples to be displaced. They are forced to move from their ancestral 
territories into other places or into the urban areas which results in the dilution of their 
cultures. 

We also noted with dismay and alarm the solutions to climate change being offered at the 
moment by the international community. Adaptation and mitigation schemes tend to 
overlook our rights as indigenous peoples. Funds from such schemes do not benefit the 
indigenous communities but instead goes directly to governments, often times in 
violation of indigenous peoples' rights. The example of using biofuel as a solution for 
climate change is misleading, as more of the indigenous peoples' land would be opened 
up for plantations to produce biofuel. More food crops are also being used for biofuels 
which would burden the indigenous peoples in terms of their food security. Additionally, 
food (where available) prices would increase by 30 to 40 percent. 

Additionally, the recently adopted programme on Reduced Emissions from Deforestation 
and Forest Degradation (REDD) at COP 13 in Bali, remains a major source of concern for 
many. Indigenous Peoples are not sure whether REDD will bring in benefits or further 
devastate their lives and livelihoods. There was consensus on the need to further study 
REDD and other mitigation schemes. 



At the policy level, we also noted with concern that government policies on relating to 
climate change, environment and development are not clear and in most cases contradict 
one another. Indigenous peoples' rights are still not recognised or respected. Good 
policies and legislation which have been enacted by the governments often have 
constraints when it comes to implementation. Indigenous peoples' rights are not given 
more emphasis and often the indigenous communities' free prior informed consent 
(FPIC) are ignored when implementing development projects. In some cases, existing 
policies and legislation get watered down to accommodate the interest of the private 
sector and other stakeholders with vested interests. 

We recognise the need for governments and the international community's to address 
climate change issues, but we reiterate that these initiatives should not have negative 
effects on the rights of indigenous peoples. Therefore, having stated our concerns, we 
would like to make some recommendations to the UNPFII to take into consideration and 
action. 

1. Indigenous peoples should be included in all the policies and decision making 
process relating to climate change at the international, regional and national levels 
in accordance to Article 18 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples; 

2. The UNPFII to form a committee to undertake studies on the effects of climate 
change on indigenous peoples and to identify them as among the more vulnerable 
groups; 

3. UNPFII to identify the good and bad practices of mitigation and adaptation 
schemes put forward by UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol. These would also have to 
take into account indigenous peoples rights. 

4. The UNPFII to conduct an in-depth analysis on food security and impact on the 
traditional livelihoods of indigenous peoples; 

5. The UNPFII to take further steps on the review of expansion of biofuels and its 
impact to IPs; 

6. The principle of obtaining the free prior informed consent (FPIC) the indigenous 
peoples must be upheld in any projects relating to mitigation and adaptation 
schemes implemented in their ancestral territory; an independent monitoring 
system should be developed; 

7. There should be an education and awareness raising programme among 
indigenous peoples on the issue of climate change. This should be supported by 
the national governments and other funding institutions; 

8. The traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples related to sustainable resource 
use and conservation of their environment should also be recognised as part of the 
solution to climate change; 

9. Adaptation funds established by the UNFCCC should be accessible and given 
directly to Indigenous Peoples. 

10. Strengthening projects that IPs are undertaking to mitigate impact of climate 
change, such as wind mills, should be supported and replicated in other IP 
communities. 



11. Providing full support on low cost and appropriate technology for IPs in coping 
with climate change. 

12. Request the UNPFII to liaise with the UNFCCC to ensure that IPs have full and 
effective participation in all levels of planning, decision making and 
implementation of the Nairobi Programs of Work, including the SBI and SBSTA 
programs and that a human rights-based approach be used in this work and to 
engage the UN Human Rights Council to monitor the impacts of climate change 
mitigation and adaptation on Indigenous Peoples 

Thank you! 


