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Chairperson,

Esteemed panel members,

South Africa acknowledges the quality of the sharing by the

panelists on this important topic, especially with regards to

creating this platform for sharing best practices. The South

African delegation extends its appreciation to you for

convening this important Panel Discussion. The theme:

"indigenous peoples: conflict, peace and resolution", couldn't

have come at a more opportune time, given the period of

time it has taken to negotiate and adopt the United Nations

Declaration on the Rights of lndigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

Despite the fact that UNDRIP is not binding on member

states, lndigenous Peoples deserve more, they deserve to

have their rights promoted, protected and fulfilled on a non-



discriminatory basis and on the same footing as all other

categories of peoples that form the nucleus of our societies.

The principle of non-discrimination stands at the core of

international human rights law and all of us who profess to

be speaking in the name of our citizens, should demonstrate

a practical commitment to applying this principle in our quest

for the advancement of the protection agenda.

Cha irperson,

ln our humble view, we believe that conflict, peace and

resolution can only be achieved in the context of societies

predicated on principles of inclusivity, equality and dignity for

all. The rights of indigenous peoples are fundamental human

rights. The provisions of Article 2 of the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights are very explicit in this regard, namely, that

"all human beings are born free and equal both in dignity and

in rights".

We furthermore wish to reiterate that diversity is a cherished

value for the 21't century and can therefore never be seen as

a threat. Diversity enriches culture and forms a solid basis for



self-identity. Likewise, self-determination should not be seen

as a threat that could lead to secession.

The true test of the commitment by States to their

international obligations in this regard lies not in political

posturing and rhetoric, but in the concrete, tangible

deliverables to all members of society, particularly the

indigenous peoples, in the following areas:

a delivery of quality education,

o effective public health care,

o decent jobs with living wages, and

o Respect for their cultural heritage including their ancestral

la nds.

Any development plans and policies affecting the ancestral

lands of lndigenous peoples should be taken in strict

compliance with the principle of free, prior and informed

consent.

To this end, my Government is particularly concerned by the

wilful destruction of indigenous lands and their cultural

property with impunity, by the transnational corporations

and other business enterprises. lt is for this reason that South
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Africa and Ecuador are leading a landmark and historic

initiative within the framework of the United Nations Human

Rights Council primarily aimed at the elaboration of a legally

binding instrument to hold these entities accountable for

violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in

International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law. We

believe that such a Convention will afford, among others,

indigenous peoples the opportunity to seek redress as

appropriate and to maximise their legal remedies where

violations take place.

Conflicts and tensions that take place between national

Governments and indigenous peoples are often exacerbated

by the lack of resolution on the critical issues of land,

territories, resou rces a nd cu ltu ra I heritage. We u rge

Governments to adopt measures (legislative, administrative

and judicial) as well as considering the establishment of

National dialogue forums to seek mutually beneficial

resolutions to these challenges.

I thank you


