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UNPFII Seventh Session - Thursday, 24" of April 2008 - Topic: CULTURE

| dearly greet all the people in this room and those who will know these words later by
other means. In the understanding of the Maya, those who move to a new awareness in
these times are people of the fifth mankind, that is the new era the Maya prophets
predicted 500 years ago. That means that it is possible to cope with climate change and
successfully integrate the knowledge of the indigenous peoples in world politics.

It is most important to keep the image of a safe and beautiful world present in our minds. It
is part of the Maya culture and its education to maintain mental and emotional balance
even if things seem to be dangerous or out of control. This knowledge is encrypted in the
monuments of the Mayas. This is why these monuments are known in the whole of the
world and why Hundreds and Thousands of visitors have travelled to this cultural heritage:
these places breathe the spirit of the Mayas which contains healing powers, for humans
and the whole planet Earth.

| will describe three situations where the rights of the Mayas today are still violated and |
will propose concrete actions: -

FIRST, Maya elders and sages are prevented from access to the archaeological sites built
by their ancestors when they want to practice rituals or even only blow a shell to
communicate with the forces of nature and extraterrestrial beings. For example, the
government of Yucatan prohibited a sacred ceremony on the occasion of the spring
equinox in Chichen ltza, argueing that the use of candles could provoke a fire. On the
other hand, the government invited modern pop musicians to the same ruins for
commercial events with the objective to attract more visitors paying entrance fees, laying
out hundreds of meters of electric cables. The Mayas themselves untit now do not receive
the enormous benefits generated by their cultural heritage. And now, they are even
expelled from the archaeological sites. This is a viclation of their human on freedom of
refigion. ‘ -

| ASK the United Nations to intervene here, to urge the Mexican government to respect the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, especially Article 2 and 18. The representative of
the UN in Mexico City has to be informed to take immediate action, above all in the state of
Yucatan. UNESCO is asked to promote the use of archaeological sites for traditional Maya
ceremonies, the more so since some of these sites have been declared World Cultural
Heritage.
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