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Thank you Madam Chairperson.

Ay kanan kanu di ulalim weh! Entaku man kablaawan nanna da ay ammam-a yat inin-a isna ay 
pagilian!

To  all  the  members  of  the  United  Nations,  all  state  representatives,  distinguished  guests, 
indigenous organizations and participants good day to all of you!

I am Ivan Torafing. An Igorot from Cordillera Phillipines. This is a statement of the Asia Pacific 
Indigenous Youth Network.

Once again thank you Madam Chairperson for giving me the chance to present this statement in 
connection to the  expert group meeting on indigenous youth and children in detention. This 
opportunity is highly significant to voice out the situations and problems confronting  youth and 
children  in  indigenous  communities.  Furthermore,  to  challenge  each  and  every  one  of  us 
especially the permanent forum and the concerned agencies and indigenous organizations to 
take action on these problems.

Madam Chair,  let  me  draw your  attention  to  the  increasing  number  of  indigenous  youth  in 
detention centers  and in prison.  In many conflict  prone situations  in Asia,  indigenous youth 
continues  to  be  subjected  to  emergency  legislations  and  national  security  laws,  where  their 
fundamental rights continues to be violated with impunity. International policy advancements on 
children and youths continues to be inapplicable and unimplemented in many of the conflict 
afflicted indigenous peoples territories in Asia.  

Madam Chair, all of us become a child and youth once in our lives and I believe that everybody 
do not want any youth and children suffer violence. For the interest of all the indigenous youth, 
children and their communities, these are our recommendations.

1. We call  on  this  permanent  forum to  urge  all  states  and  governments  to  ratify  and 
implement all  human rights  treaties  particularly  the  Convention  on the  Rights  of  the 
Child,  Convention Against Torture, and International Convention on Civil  and Political 
Rights for full protection of human rights of indigenous youth and children.  

2. We call  upon  all  member  states  of  UN to  ensure  full  implementation  of  the  United 
Nations  Declaration  of  Indigenous  Peoples  (UNDRIP)  particularly  the  right  to  self 
determination. By doing so, we hope for the full protection of our land and resources 
which defines indigenous peoples culture and identity. Without it, the children and youth 
of any indigenous group were not able to live with their culture and tradition.



3. We call on the UNPFII, special rapporteur, all states and other human rights bodies to 
take initiative to end the violence against youth and children. Also to secure the rights of 
indigenous peoples to fight for their rights especially the youth that are arrested accused 
of collaborating with “secessionist” groups in the struggle to defend land and resources. 

4. We  would  like  to  call  on  States  for  recognition  of  full  participation  and  proper 
representation of indigenous peoples in decision making processes regarding policies 
for  rehabilitation  of  indigenous  youth  in  prisons  and  juvenile  justice  protection.  In 
particular, the youth and children should be given the chance to participate in defining 
the programs that would address their needs.

5. We call on the UNICEF to conduct independent studies and analyses of the situations of 
indigenous  youths  imprisoned  in  different  indigenous  countries  and  the  continuing 
human rights violations. 

6. We call on all UN agencies to support indigenous peoples’ organizations and  human 
rights  organizations  to  conduct  studies  and  researches  on  indigenous  communities 
regarding imprisoned indigenous youth and children. 

7. We urge all  states and governments to implement child friendly legislations with due 
participation  of  indigenous  peoples.  Furthermore,  to  ensure  greater  protection  and 
proper  treatment   to  indigenous  children and youth  while  in  prison and in  detention 
centers and to provide them with socio-educational measures for their rehabilitation.

8. We call on the international funding agencies and the governments to provide support on 
indigenous communities to avoid children and youth engaging in petty crimes because of 
extreme  poverty.  Moreover,  to  provide  funding  for  the  youth  initiated  activities  and 
projects and also to support indigenous  youth participation and involvement in the future 
sessions of United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and other related 
events concerning indigenous populations.  

 It  is an honor to participate in this gathering to convey the voices of children and youth in 
detention. We hope that the voice of children and youth in this permanent forum will be heard 
and addressed. 

AGBIAG DAGITI NAINSIGUDAN NGA UMILI! Long live the indigenous peoples of the world!
Thank you!


