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Mr President and members of the Council, 

The Naga resistance movement is one of the oldest political conflicts in the world but the least 

known. Nagas considered themselves historically, racially and culturally different from Indians and 

refused to submit to the forced occupation by India. 

The Nagas struggle for right to self-determination started in a peaceful democratic movement but it 

was suppressed with martial laws. Hence, armed conflict began in the early 1950s between the 

Indian state and the armed opposition forces of Nagas, and ever since the history of the Naga 

peoples has been marred by violence reinforced by undemocratic laws and regulations for over half 

a century.  

Naga peoples have suffered tremendously living in conflict situation and heavy militarisation. 

Women and children were the worst affected. Every day became a struggle for survival. Thousands 

of lives were lost, sexual violence against women and girls including rape were used as weapon of 

wars, thousands of children and women were orphaned and widowed. Community leaders were 

criminalised and civilian were implicated for supporting the political cause. 

Nagas hope for peace was founded with the signing of the historic Indo-Naga ceasefire between 

Government of India (GoI) and Naga Nationalist Council of Nagalim-Isaac Muivah (NSCN-IM) in 

1997, followed by the framework agreement in 2015. The Nagas appreciate the GoI for recognising 



the Nagas´ unique history, situation and struggle of the Nagas and hope that the political solution 

will be based on historical facts and legitimacy.  

However, there is a concerned that the Indo-Naga peace talks has taken far too long. Even after two 

decades, the political negotiation has not come up with any conclusive outcome. There are also 

obstructive forces at play trying to sabotage the Indo-Naga peace process. 

Mr President, we call upon the international community and in particular the UN Human 

Rights Council for support to the Indo-Naga peace process, in ensuring early settlement and 

honourable political solution based on the principles and values of human rights.  

We also recommend HRC to: 

1. Urge the GoI to exhibit political will and take responsibility in expediting the Indo-Naga 

peace negotiation for bringing honourable lasting political solution to the Naga issue; 

2. Urge the GoI and the negotiating parties to respect democratic processes and the rights of 

Naga peoples with particular reference to article 3 of the United Nations Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous; 

2. Urge the GoI to welcome third neutral parties, including UN bodies, to observe and assess 

the developments surrounding the Indo-Naga peace negotiations and advise the GoI in 

devising mechanisms around the obstructive forces against the Indo-Naga peace process for 

ensuring early settlement of the issues involved; 

4. Send a human rights delegation, including the Special Representative of the Secretary 

General for children and armed conflict, the SR on the rights of indigenous peoples, to 

assess the human rights situation in Naga Land to ascertain facts on the ground and to ensure 

the promotion and protection of children in armed conflict.   

Thank you for your attention! 

 


