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The Hon. Chairperson and delegates to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 
Indigenous peoples o f the world, Native American brothers and sisters, Ya'at'eeh. 

I am here representing the Navajo Nation government to further the Nation's interest in 
governmental recognition founded and/or reformed on values, traditions and cultures o f 
Native Americans. In addition, I am advocating the recognition o f these governments by 
States as equals in the exercise o f justice and human rights. 

The Navajo Nation has existed for centuries with its rich values, tradition and culture intact, 
before the European contact. Navajo people regulated their daily affairs without outside 
influences, including the rendering o f justice. However, through contact with the United 
States government, Navajo values and the Navajo Nation's traditional form o f government 
were suppressed and in some cases, replaced with the European values. This practice 
continues today, as evidence by the tendencies o f the U.S. government and private business 
organizations failing to recognize Navajo Nation common law. 

Today, the Navajo Nation government continues to apply traditional rules and regulations in 
the form o f "Navajo common law." These laws have been carried from generation-to-
generanon and they regulate the inter-relationships among Navajo people. These laws also 
influence the structure of Navajo government, which was originally departmentalized into 
four compartments - legislative, executive, judicial and intergovernmental security. 

Until November 2002, the Navajo legislative body, Navajo Nation Council, imported 
policies that were developed in the mainstream society. However, the Council re-instituted 
the incorporation o f the peoples' values, traditions, and culture in the Navajo government. 
While this move is essential to the survival o f the Navajo people, businesses and state and 
federal governments continue to undervalue and exhibit distrust in the Navajo justice 
system. 

I venture to say that the-Navajo judicial system is one o f the most well developed judiciaries 
in Indian Country, in the United States. However, companies that are asked to develop 



businesses on the Navjao Nation, they are reluctant, or unwilling to consent to the Navajo 
Nation's conflic^resolution forums, e.g. tribal courts, to settle any legal matters. 

Finally, there are several organizations that represent Indian tribes throughout the United 
States. The Navajo Nation is not a member o f the organizations like many Indian tribes in 
the US. Often times the Navajo Nation has its unique desires and position on issues that 
may differ from the other tribes as the Navajo Nation is the largest tribe and large land-base 
in the US. 

Therefore, with the clarifications I offer the following recommendations on behalf o f me 
Navajo Nation: 

1. In order for Native Nations to prosper, the United Nations must declare its support 
to recognize, respect and support the existence and application o f common laws o f 
Indian tribes and ask state governments to do the same. 

2. States must no longer require Indigenous peoples to abide by the predominant value, 
instead encourage or require the businesses wishing to create economic development 
on indigenous lands to respect the traditional values and common laws. 

Thank youHon. Chairperson forgiving me the opportunity to address the Permanent 
Forum. 'Ahéhee' 


