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Madam Chairperson, 
The delegation of Guyana is pleased to join the dialogue between government officials 

and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on the theme "lands, territories and natural 
resources." In so doing, allow me Madam Chairperson to commend you on your re-election to 
guide the work of the Forum and to reaffirm my delegations full support, albeit in the capacity of 
an Observer, for the realization of a successful outcome to this session. 

Madam Chairperson, 
Guyana attaches high importance to indigenous issues. Amerindians account for just 

over g% of Guyana's population according to the latest national population census (2002) - an 
increase from just over 6% in the previous census (1991). We view the work of this Forum as 
key in identifying challenges faced by indigenous peoples globally and mobilizing international 
support for policies and measures aimed at addressing their legitimate concerns and interests. 
We welcome the Forum's attention to such an important theme and its facilitation of a dialogue 
with governments, given its importance, sensitivity and interest for a wide variety of 
stakeholders. We believe that through a frank exchange of views all sides could arrive at a 
better understanding and develop the necessary trust, in order to collectively respond to the 
challenges in these areas. 

Questions relating to lands, territories and natural resources hold special importance to 
countries and societies. Governments, Amerindians or indigenous persons, rural and urban 
dwellers, the business community, are among those who have a special, sometimes competing, 
interest in these issues. Their importance derive from the potential to foster economic growth 
and human development, as well as their special significance for life, sustainability and culture. 
It has to be recognized that many indigenous people still do not enjoy legal recognition of the 
lands they have historically occupied and there are instances where indigenous people have 
been forcibly removed from such lands. It must also be underscored that land distribution 
presents formidable challenges for Governments which have a responsibility to ensure that 
relevant policies benefit and sustain the lives of all citizens. It is against this background that 
the Amerindian land issue has been addressed by the Government of Guyana. 
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For decades, Guyana has implemented policies regarding the allocation of land to 
Amerindian communities and such policies were updated with the revision of the Amerindian 
Act in 2006. Realizing that legislation without implementation is often meaningless, the 
Government of Guyana has stepped up action with regard to the demarcation and allocation of 
land to Amerindian communities The adoption of a two pronged approach to ensure the 
demarcation and extension of titled land as well as to address issues regarding legal land 
ownership for other communities, supported by a consultative process with the communities 
concerned, has proven to be invaluable to the realization of progress on this issue. In 1976, for 
instance, some 64 Amerindian communities had received legal recognition to lands, amounting 
to approximately 6% of Guyana's total land mass. This situation has improved significantly over 
the period 2004 - 2007, giving rise to the receipt of land titles by 89 Amerindian communities, 
accounting for just below 14% of Guyana's total land area, a process that is still continuing. 
This is significant achievement, bearing in mind Guyana's situation as a small developing 
country and the significant outlays of resources required for demarcation issues. The 
ownership of land has further been strengthened through the State Lands Act which guarantees 
that the land granted to Amerindians is "absolute and forever" owned by those communities. 

Procedurally, communities are required to have a population of at least 150 persons and 
to further demonstrate occupancy for at least 25 years to apply for recognition of land. The 
titling of land carries concomitant responsibilities for communities which have been 
empowered to make rules, for instance, regarding the sustainable use of forestry resources. 
These communities also have the power to veto small and medium scale mining on their titled 
lands and exercise jurisdiction within the law over rivers and creeks passing through such 
lands. In the context of benefits, communities are also entitled to receive at least 7% of gross 
production revenues with respect to small and medium scale mining, while large scale mining 
requires the establishment of an Agreement between the Government and the community 
regarding the benefits to be accrued. 

The Government of Guyana holds strongly to the view that the environment must be 
protected for the benefit of present and future generations. Nevertheless, the Government of 
Guyana has voluntarily undertaken not to establish protected areas on titled Amerindian land, 
and to protect the traditional rights of Amerindians in all protected areas. Any abrogation of 
traditional rights must be with the consent of the community. 

During the past year (2006), with support from the central Government, 16 Amerindian 
communities prepared regulations regarding the use of natural resources on their titled lands. 
These rules will be gazetted in a few months thereby becoming by-laws of the communities. The 
implementation of policy changes and legislative provisions to address the land rights of 
Amerindians is just one of the tangible demonstrations of the commitment of the Government of 
Guyana to the well being and development of Amerindians and has resulted in the existence of 
cordial relationships between the government and many communities. From Guyana's 
experiences, it is clear that in order to resolve Amerindian land issues, consultation, mutual 
respect, trust, compromise and the allocation of adequate financial resources are indispensable. 
In fact, the demarcation programme is being done at a great financial cost. While Guyana may 
still not have perfect systems, the progress made is the result of a genuine and sustained effort to 
address issues of concern to Amerindians. 

Madam Chairperson, 
Towards the end of 2006, a Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was tabled 

for consideration by the General Assembly. Unfortunately, due to genuine differences of view 
on some of its provisions, its adoption has been delayed pending further consultations. Guyana 
is hopeful that existing concerns would be addressed in good faith through an inclusive process 
so as to facilitate adoption, preferably by consensus, within the current session of the General 
Assembly. To this end, we urge the early resumption of negotiations. 

I thank you. 
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