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As we are all aware, there are at least eleven UN agencies dealing with traditional 
knowledge. Tebtebba has been following and engaging in several of these processes and we 
would like to report on developments on the protection of indigenous knowledge. 

With regard to the Convent ion on Biological Diversity (CBD) process, Tebtebba has 
organized several capacity building workshops for indigenous peoples on the national 
implementation of the C B D in Asia , East Africa, and the Philippines. 

As mentioned in one of the documents of this meeting, submit ted by the Secretariat 
of the CBD ( E / ' C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / A c . 4 / 2 0 0 5 / C R P . 2 ) , consultations with indigenous peoples for 
phase II of the Composi te Report on the status and trends regarding the knowledge, 
innovation and practices of indigenous and local communit ies are under way. Tebtebba 
helped organize the consultations in Asia. We would like to express our appreciation at the 
high quality of the report drafted by the consultant. 

The draft of the composi te report is currently undergoing a peer review process by 
the Advisory Group in Montreal . This document will be submitted to the 4 t h meeting on the 
Ad Hoc Open-ended working group on Article 8(j) in January 2006 and will form the basis 
for making recommendat ions for consideration by the 8 t h meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties of the CBD in March 2006. We call upon the CBD to ensure the full and effective 
participation of indigenous peoples in all these processes. 

Negotiations are ongoing for the establishment of an International Regime on Access 
and Benefit-Sharing to effectively implement the concepts of free prior and informed consent 
for access to genetic resources and for the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits derived 
therefrom. This International Regime will be meaningful for indigenous peoples only if their 
right to have control over their knowledge and cultural heritage is guaranteed. This means 
that the indigenous peoples ' Free Prior and Informed Consent should be obtained before 
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access by other parties to their genetic resources can be allowed. Further, mutually agreed 
upon benefit sharing arrangements must be put into place. 

We would like to point out that most of the remaining areas with rich biodiversity are 
found in indigenous peoples ' territories. Unfortunately, it is also in these areas where the 
most pervasive poverty- and marginalization is found. It is crucial, therefore to address this 
paradox. T h e processes here in the Work ing Group and in the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues will therefore play a very important role in addressing this situation. 

The World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) is also discussing the protection of 
indigenous knowledge through an Inter-Governmental Committee. We note that the efforts 
of this committe to deal with indigenous knowledge still has lots of weaknesses . The major 
weakness is their continuing assertion of the primacy of the Intellectual Property Rights 
regime in protecting Indigenous Knowledge. 

The challenge remains for WIPO to consider and affirm that non-Intellectual 
Property Rights regimes, such as Indigenous Peoples' customary laws, and the respect for 
indigenous peoples ' rights to their lands, territories and resources, are some of the more 
effective ways of protecting Indigenous Knowledge, 

The World Trade Organization ( W T O ) , through Article 27-3 (b) of the trade-related 
aspects of intellectual property rights (TRIPs) agreement, allows the patenting of life forms. 
Through this agreement, widespread biopiracy, or the theft of indigenous knowledge, has 
been greatly encouraged. 

Article 27.3(b) is currently under review in the TRIPS Council , as required bv the 
TRIPS Agreement . The re \ iew began in 1999 and covers the relationship between TRIPs and 
the CBD, the protection of traditional knowledge, and other relevant developments . We call 
for the amendment of .Article 27.3 (b) to prevent the patenting of life forms. Further, we call 
on the W T O to extend the transition period for implementation until a proper review of 
TRIPs is carried out. 

We call on Indigenous Peoples to organize activities leading up to and during the 
W T O Ministerial meet ing in Hong Kong in December 2005 to raise issues on, among others, 
TRIPs and the Agreement on Agriculture, which have severe adverse impacts on the 
protection of indigenous knowledge. 

We note with appreciation the inclusion as background document the working paper 
prepared by the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
( E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / A C . 4 / 2 0 0 5 / C R P . 4 ) . Tcbtebba would like to reiterate the recommendations 
of the Permanent Forum with respect to the protection of indigenous knowledge found in 
this document and also in the Report on the Fourth Session of the Permanent Forum 
CE/2005/43) . 

As mentioned in the working paper, the Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous 
Issues, in accordance with recommendations from the Forum, will be convening a technical 
workshop on indigenous knowledge in September 2005 in Panama City. Since the 
Permanent Forum is the UN body mandated to coordinate efforts of the various UN agencies 
with respect to indigenous peoples, the forthcoming workshop is going to be an important 
process. We call on all indigenous peoples to support this process. 

Finally, we would like to express our full support for the recommendat ions of the 
Indigenous World Association and Indigenous Media Network, found in one of the 
background documents of this meeting (E /CN.4 /Sub .2 . /AC.4 /2005 /CRP.3 ) . 

Thank von, Mr. Chairman. 
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