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The ILO's Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169), has now been 
ratified by 17 countries and is internationally recognized as the foremost instrument 
on the subject. The ILO's work in the field of indigenous and tribal peoples falls into 
two categories: supervision of relevant ILO Conventions; and technical co-operation. 
The following is a summary of the most notable developments within the past year in 
these two areas. 

Supervision of ILO Conventions concerning indigenous and tribal peoples 

Article 22 of the ILO Constitution requires member States to submit periodic reports 
on the measures taken to give effect to the provisions of ratified Conventions. The 
Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations 
examines the application of ILO Conventions on a regular basis. 

For Convention No. 107, in 2002, the Committee of Experts made observations in 
respect of Brazil and Panama. For Convention No. 169, in 2002, the Committee 
published its observations in respect of Argentina, Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Honduras, Paraguay and Peru. The texts of the Committee's observations can all be 
found on the ILOLEX database on the ILO website. 

In 2003, all states that have ratified ILO Conventions Nos. 107 and 169 are required 
to submit reports to the ILO. These reports will be examined by the ILO's Committee 
of Experts in November this year. 

An additional point of interest in terms of the supervision of Convention No. 169 was 
the recent discussion on the application of Convention No. 169 by Paraguay at the 91 s t 

session of the International Labour Conference, in the Committee on the Application 
of Standards. This very constructive and informative discussion took place last month, 
and full details are available on the ILO's website. 

Technical co-ooperation. 

There are two projects in the ILO that address indigenous and tribal peoples 
specifically. Both these projects continue their activities to improve the living and 
working conditions of indigenous and tribal peoples in the countries in Africa and 
Asia in which they work. Although there is not enough time now to review all the 
ILO's activities in this field, I will highlight some of the most notable examples of the 
past year's work. Further information on these examples, as well as on other relevant 
projects, is available in the ILO's "Recent Developments" document. 

In Kenya, support has been provided to pastoralists and hunter-gatherers to assist in 
their effective and informed participation in the ongoing constitutional review 
process. Two national workshops, and a series of trainings have been implemented 
with this objective, and some important elements of the Pastoralists and Hunter-



Gatherers common position paper to the Constitutional Review Commission have 
been incorporated into the new draft constitution. 

In Central Africa, the ILO has a number of ongoing activities to promote the rights of 
the "Pygmy" peoples in the region, and to improve their living and working 
conditions. For example, in Cameroon, a number of community projects are being 
implemented to improve the economic self-reliance of these peoples. As a 
complement to these projects, work is also ongoing at the policy level to open a 
dialogue on the fundamental rights of indigenous and tribal peoples. This includes a 
study on legislation and customary law, and a number of community consultations. 
The recommendations from these will be discussed in a national workshop at the end 
of the year. 

The ILO has also recently undertaken, or supported activities in Central and South 
America, Cambodia, India, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam, and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

This year, the ILO is also implementing its first fellowship programme for indigenous 
and tribal peoples. The ILO's fellows arrived in Geneva at the end of June, and will 
remain until mid-September. This year's fellows are from Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Guatemala, Mali and Nepal. The ILO is co-operating with the indigenous 
fellowship programme of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on 
a number of components of the fellowship programme. 

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to the ILO's new comprehensive website 
on issues pertaining to indigenous and tribal peoples, which will be accessible in 
August. 

Thank you. 


