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Item 4a: General debate 

Thank you Mr. Chairperson, 

This a joint statement on behalf of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference and the 
Saami Council. Allow us first to congratulate you on your re-election as Chairperson for this 
Working Group. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

Our organizations are deeply concerned by the lack of progress in the Working 
Group on the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This concern is shared 
by among others those of our indigenous brothers and sisters that participated in a work shop 
held in Copenhagen, Denmark, on May 3 - 5 , earlier this year. We would like to share with 
you some basic findings by the indigenous peoples organizations present at this work shop. 

1. We affirm that our common goal in the WGDD process is the adoption of a 
declaration that upholds, promotes and protects the fundamental rights of the world's 
indigenous peoples. 

2. Encouraged by the progress made at the previous 8 t h session, we still acknowledge the 
urgent need for substantial progress in the WGDD and believe that substantial 
progress will be measured in terms of adoption of Articles of the Declaration. 

3. We acknowledge that there is room for improvement of the Declaration. 

4. We recognize that if the Declaration cannot obtain unanimity in the WGDD, it might 
prove necessary to adopt a Declaration on the basis on substantial support among 
indigenous peoples and participating states. 

5. We recommend the thorough and thoughtful examination of proposals on the 
Declaration submitted to the WGDD, that do not diminish the integrity of indigenous 
peoples collective rights, including the right to self-determination, do not violate 
indigenous right to land, waters, territories and resources, are non-discriminatory and 
are consistent with international law. 



6. We recommend that all participants in the WGDD consider endorsing proposed 
revisions to the text that meet the criteria mentioned, or otherwise strengthen or 
improve the text. 

Thank you Mr. Chairperson, for your kind attention. 


