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Mr. Chairman, 

Allow me to congratulate you on your re-election as Chairman of the Working Group. 

Members of the Working Group, Ladies and Gentlemen 

I wish to bring to your attention some important information affecting indigenous 
peoples and our fundamental rights. 

This past year, indigenous peoples have engaged in important public policy and 
standard-setting activities covering such areas as sustainable development, water, 
food security, extractive industries, international development policy, traditional 
knowledge and protected areas. 

These standard-setting activities link local-global political arenas by translating the 
grassroots experiences of indigenous peoples lives with international policy processes 
and decision-making. 

Oftentimes taking the form of Indigenous Peoples Declarations, these united 
statements give voice to the aspirations and demands of a large number of indigenous 
peoples organisations in response to shared problems, and put forward our own 
analysis of the difficult situations confronting indigenous peoples and our 
fundamental rights. 

Among these important statements elaborated in the past year are the following: 
• The Kimberley Declaration and Indigenous Peoples' Plan of 

Implementation on Sustainable Development (September 2002) 

• Indigenous Peoples Kyoto Water Declaration (March 2003) 

• Declaration of Atitlan: Indigenous Peoples' Global Consultation on the 
Right to Food (April 2002) 

• Indigenous Peoples Declaration on the Extractive Industries (April 2003) 

• Statement on the Roundtable Dialogue with the World Bank on its 
Operational Directive 4.20 - Indigenous Peoples. (October 2002) 

I am forwarding copies of these declarations to this meeting of the Working Group. 

These statements are important milestones in indigenous peoples' exercise of self-
determination and represent a maturation of many years of work and study on these 
issues. Each declaration reflects the actual experiences of indigenous communities, as 



well as an in-depth understanding of the complex issues under consideration. They 
are a rich source of learning for indigenous peoples, governments and UN bodies. 

A shared feature of these declarations is their grounding in the fundamental collective 
rights of indigenous peoples to; 

• Self-determination 
• Ownership, control and management of our traditional territories, lands and 

natural resources 
• Exercise our customary law 
• Represent ourselves through our own institutions 
• Require free, prior and informed consent to developments on our land 
• Control and share in the benefits of the use of our resources and traditional 

knowledge 

Mr. Chairman, 
Despite the slow progress being made towards the adoption of a Universal 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at the United Nations, indigenous 
peoples around the world use the Draft Declaration as a basic document on 
indigenous peoples rights, and call for its early adoption. 

The proliferation of international processes demanding the effective participation of 
indigenous peoples underlines the need for a universal standard on the rights of 
indigenous peoples. Globalisation requires a human rights dimension, as well as an 
ethical ecological foundation if it is not to descend to the barbarism of unsustainable 
greed. More than ever before, globalisation requires that the UN Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations and other human rights bodies be fully strengthened to play 
their essential role in contemporary debates, policy formulation and standard-setting 
on issues affecting indigenous peoples and all the world's peoples. 

Mr. Chairman, 
References to the work of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations have 
been made in these statements, which I wish to highlight today: 

The Kimberley Declaration makes a commitment to continue constructive 
participation in the processes, institutions and bodies of the United Nations and other 
multilateral organisations including the UN Working Group on Indigenous Peoples 
such as the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the UNWGIP, the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights of the Organisation of American States and 
calls for a strengthening of the mandate of the Working Group on Indigenous Peoples 
of the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights. 

The Declaration on Extractive Industries proposes that further discussions on the 
theme of'Indigenous Peoples, Human Rights and Extractive Industries' be held at the 
UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations (UNWGIP) with a view to developing 
new standards on this matter, in conformity with the Working Group's mandate. 

In consideration of time, Mr. Chairman, please allow me to elaborate on some of 
these issues, under the Agenda item on Standard-setting. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 


