
ii'tzsc$?n&,422

Unded Nalions
Educatifilal. Sdenttc aid

Cultnal O€anizslion

Interventions at the 11th Session ofthe UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous

Issues

7-78 May 2072

ITEM 3: Open dialogue

lntervention 7 (Tuesdov, Mav 8: 70-1)

Thank you, Mr. Chair. UNESCO would like to begin by congratulating you on your appointment as chair

of ihe Permanent Forum. Thanks also to Myrna Cunningham for her excellent work in the past year.

Given the emphasis placed during yesterday's sessions on the UN Declaration of the Rights of

lndigenous Peoples as a guide for overcoming the lasting legacy of the Doctrine of Discovery, it is fitting

that this session should also commemorate the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration. UNESCO would

therefore like to draw attention to some of its current activities which contribute to the promotion of

lndigenous Peoples rights as affirmed in the Declaration.

UNESCO is pleased to report that in the past year, the Organization has advanced its work on a policy on

Engaging with lndigenous Peoples. The process began in 2010 with a decision by UNESCO's Director-

General to develop a policy that will pursue two broad objectives:

- To position appropriately the Organization's programmes, procedures and activities with

respect to the new institutional landscape that is emerginB since adoption ofthe UNDRIP;

- To build awareness and provide guidance to staff and committees in order to effectively

implement the UNDRIP in all components of UNESCO's work.



A first phase of work was launched in August 2011 in order to take stock of UNESco activities,

programmes and policies of relevance to indigenous peoples. The in-house process is informed and

supported by two highly qualified indigenous consultants,

on 10 November 2011, during UNESCo's General Conference a high-level event was held to kick-off the

process of developing the policy. The event, entitled "Knowledge Systems, Knowledge Diversity,

Knowledge Societies: Towords a L!NESC9 Policy on Engoging with lndigenous Peoples",was opened by a

statement from UNESCO's Director-General. The high-level panel included Myrna Cunningham, Chair of

the UN Permanent Forum, Vital Bambanze, Chair of the UN Expert Mechanism on lndigenous Peoples

and James Anaya, UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of lndigenous Peoples.

ln 2012, the in-house task team will undertake a series of internal and external consultations in order to

guide the drafting of the policy document itself. Targeted, regional consultations with indigenous

peoples are being planned although severe budget cutbacks affecting all UNESCO operations are also

having an impact on the Poliry development process.

One of UNESCO's key roles is to work with governments to build capacity on international standards and

instruments. ln the case of the UNDRIP, significant awareness-raising and capacity-building can be done

to improve implementation of policies and programmes that promote the rights affirmed therein. ln the

past year, UNESCO has implemented a number of projects that support policy-makers and governments

to improve development outcomes for indigenous peoples.

For instance:

The UNESCO cluster office to Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela worked to

strengthen strategies to protect lndigenous Peoples in Voluntary lsolation and to raise

awareness with government bodies in charge of lsolated lndigenous Peoples.

UNEsco's Programme on Endangered Languages and Linguistic Diversity held an expert's

meeting in Paris in June-July 2011 which furthered work on guidelines for governments to

assist in developing effective policies to support language revitalization and decrease loss of

endangered languages.



Articles 13 and 14 of the Declaration relate to the rights of lndigenous Peoples to revitalize and further

develop their languages and education. As education is a core areas of its mandate, UNESCO has a range

of relevant activities.

ln relation to Articles 11 and 12 of the Declaration on the right to practice cultural customs and spiritual

and religious traditions respectively, a number of intangible cultural heritage elements of social and

cultural significance to indigenous peoples were inscribed on the Lists ofthe UNESCO Convention for the

Safeguarding of the lntangible Cultural Heritage during the Sixth Session of the Convention's

lntergovernmental Committee (Bali, lndonesia, November 2011). The nominations were undertaken

For example:

. UNESCO Bangkok, as part of the Asia Multilingual Education working group, is working towards

removing barriers of access to quality education for ethnolinguistic communities through

coordination of technical and substantive support to multilingual education initiatives and related

policy advocacy through the Asia region.

. UNESCO'S Local and lndigenous Knowledge Systems (LINKS) Programme, collaborated with

indigenous education experts, local communities and Ministries of Education to implement

projects in Nicaragua and the Solomon lslands that seek to reinforce mother language education

and the incorporation of indigenous knowledge into educational materials and curricula. By

collaborating directly with communities, these projects also relate to the Permanent Forum

recommendation that agencies work directly with indigenous communities to develop innovative

methodologies and tools that are suited to and respectful of their cultures (Tenth session,

paragraph 13).

. UNESCO, through its Communication and lnformation sector, uploaded several new

comprehensive training materials supporting indigenous languages to the Open Training Platform

(http://opentraining.unesco-ci.org/):

o Why Languages Matter: Meeting Millennium Development Goals through Local Languages

o A Descriptive Analysis ofAdamorobe Sign Language (Ghana)

o As well as a set of training materials on water and indigenous peoples.



with the free, prior and informed consent of the communities concerned, which is a compulsory

requirement for inscription of ICH elements on its lists.

These include:

o Eshuva, Har6kmbut sung prayers of Peru's Huachipaire people, Peru
. Saman dance, lndonesia
o Yaokwa, the Enawene Nawe people's ritual for the maintenance of social and cosmic order,

Brazil
. Pilgrimage to the sanctuary ofthe Lord of Qoyllurit'1, Peru
o Traditional knowledge of the jaguar shamans ofYurupari, Colombia

lncorporating the thematic areas of culture, education, natural sciences, social and human sciences and

communication and information, UNESCO's mandate is broad and other UNESCO programmes and

activities of relevance to the work of this session of the Permanent Forum, for example the work of the

World Heritage Convention, will be the focus of later interventions. lwill therefore close by affirming

that UNESCO looks forward to working with the Permanent Forum and its Secretariat to promote

lndigenous Peoples Rights in all of its mandate areas.


