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Hee chala baskin Chairwoman: 

Hestum chalet. Neto yet Kaoc-tus. Wee tla heet Winnemem Wintu. Nee chowu sawal mem. 
Puiluliment cuq'm tin paq. 

Madame Chair, members of the Permanent forum and Indigenous Sisters and Brothers of the 
world: 

My name is Caleen Sisk-Franco, spiritual and traditional Chief of the Winnemem Wintu Tribe. 

On behalf of my people and La Red Xicana Indigena, I submit the following statement. 

The Winnemem Wintu are a historic tribe of northern California in the United States. Prior to 
1848 we were 20 thousand members. Today only 125 survive to carry our traditions due to the 
colonial policies of extermination, which heightened during the "1850 California Gold Rush". 
As I speak, we are at risk of extinction, with only a handful of elders and the majority of our tribe 
made up of children and youth. We cling to our traditional homelands despite the denial of 
"Federal Recognition." 

We are poor, powerless in numbers and have no legal recourse to intercede when it comes to the 
exploitation of our natural resources. Our traditional homeland is very rich in "Blue Gold," 
water. 

Generation after generation it has been our tradition to acknowledge water as a spirit being, 
water is the life source of all things. Although it comes in many forms—out of the ground, in 
rivers, glaciers, storms, aquifers, and makes up the ocean—only a very small portion is 
drinkable. 

The contamination, misuse, and misunderstanding of water and land have caused an imbalance 
that manifests as wild fires, droughts, and floods across Mother Earth. As the water and fire 
spirits seek to regain their balance, we as traditional people, have two obligations: 

1) We must continue to sing and pray to the Creator to settle down these spiritual beings 
to maintain balance on Mother Earth. 
2) To speak here before you to denounce the spiritual and ecological damage being done 
to our traditional landscape. 

The urgency is that while global warming is questioned, we have seen cycles of global warnings 
for at least 30 years— water tables in some areas are dropping and in others rising. The United 
States government continually disturbs our traditional prayer grounds by persistently raising and 
lowering the water levels behind Shasta Dam without consultation and without concern for our 
Tribe. California is expecting a 40% water shortage and as a result plans to raise the height of 



Shasta Dam by 6 to 200 feet. Their plan is "Business as usual," even though it doesn't provide 
for a long-term solution to the state's water needs and it commits cultural genocide. By raising 
the height of the dam they will again drown major ceremonial and sacred sites imperative to the 
Winnemem Wintu existence on the McCloud River. We have so little time, therefore, we ask the 
Permanent Forum to consider our recommendations. 

1) The Feb. 2007 Report of the Special Rapporteur, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, on the 
Situation of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of indigenous people 
acknowledges the "acceleration of loss of control of land and natural 
resources...particularly affecting... Indigenous Peoples living in 
isolation"...such as in the Amazon. We recommend that "unrecognized 
historic tribes" in rural areas, like ourselves be included in future studies and 
reports on loss of land and natural resources. 

We also ask that the Rapporteur investigate the United States policies that 
deny unrecognized historic peoples who live within their traditional 
homelands control over their land and resources. Here too the Winnemem 
Wintu Tribe is directly affected by discriminatory "federal and state 
recognition" policies that violate our human rights. 

2) We affirm and support the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in 
particular Articles 8, 11, 25, 29, and 32 through 35, which speak to the 
alarming conditions of the risk of our tribes' extinction. We stress the urgency 
for the UN member states to adopt the Declaration. 

Furthermore, we endorse the Declaration of Iximche of the 3rd Continental Summit of Indigenous 
Nations and Pueblos of Ah-bee-ya Yala. 

Hee chala baskin. 
Thank you 

Contact Information: 

Winnemem Wintu Tribe 
Mark Franco, Headman Winnemem Wintu Tribe 
14840 Bear Mountain Road Redding, CA 96003 
530-275-2737 voice 530-275-4193 fax 
530-510-0944 mobile 
www.winnememwintu.us 

La Red Xicana Indigena 
Celia H. Rodriguez: celiahrodriguez(g),comcast.net (California) 
Rosalee Gonzalez: xicanistal@aol.com (Arizona) 

Support Winnemem Wintu Sovereignty! 

http://www.winnememwintu.us
mailto:xicanistal@aol.com

