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Madam Chairperson, 

the Central Land Council welcomes the third draft  report of  the special 
rapporteur. Last year under this item we pointed out to you the importance 
of  the study to us. The investigation of  the need for  a treaty in Australia is 
an urgent matter and the report of  the special rapporteur will provide us 
with very useful  material for  this debate. Last year also we pointed out that 
the Council for  Aboriginal Reconciliation has the task of  reporting on 
whether some kind of  formal  'document' establishing the relationship 
between the Aboriginal peoples of  Australia and non-indigenous 
Australians is required. Lack of  progress on this aspect of  the 
Reconciliation Council's work is, in our opinion, indicative of  a lack of 
good faith  on the part of  the Australian government. We agree with the 
statement made previously in this forum  that, in this respect at least, - it is 
time to acknowledge that the Reconciliation Council has failed. 

The Australian government has repeatedly stated that it supports in 
principle Article Three of  the Draft  Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples which states that, by virtue of  our right to self-
determination, we have the right to freely  determine our political status. 

In its intervention in 1992 the Australian government delegation said that 
"the right of  self-determination  may be exercised short of  the choice of 
separate status as an independent sovereign state" and that this may 
include "options such as free  association or integration with the colonial 
power". In Australia we have not been given the opportunity to explore 



what shape this free  association might take and how it could be 
constitutionally guaranteed. At the most recent inter-sessional meeting on 
the draft  Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples in 1995 
Australia stated that it "considers that self-determination  encompasses the 
continuing right of  peoples to decide how they should be governed". The 
Central Land Council believes that this right has not been exercised so far 
by indigenous peoples in Australia, and existing mechanisms of  self-
management do not go far  enough in meeting it. 

My delegation is in agreement with the statement made yesterday by Mr. 
Geoff  Clarke that an indigenous forum  is required in Australia to debate 
these issues. An independent indigenous forum  should consider matters of 
the proper relationship between Australian indigenous peoples and the 
state. At a minimum the relationship must be founded  on respect for  our 
rights, constitutional reform,  just compensation and recompense for  past 
wrongs, and domestic mechanisms for  monitoring and reporting on 
Australia's fulfillment  of  its indigenous human rights responsibilities. 

We look forward  to the contribution that the work of  the Special 
Rapporteur could make to the deliberations of  such a forum. 

Thank you. 


