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STATEMENT TO THE SECOND PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS 
ISSUES BY REGIONAL ACTION GROUP FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

AGENDA ITEM 4E PRESENTED BY JORDAN JACOBS 

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Permanent Forum, Member States, United 
Nations Organization's and my brothers and sisters of the Indigenous Nations of the 
world, thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today. 

I am Blackfoot Indian and live in the Genesee Valley of New York on the 
Gardeau Reservation. I wish to ask the forums assistance on an important issue that 
affects the Indigenous Peoples of our area. Because of the genocidal policies of the 
United States government I have been separated by force from my people, my language 
and my culture. 

In our area Indian people are mistrusted, misunderstood and feared. We are 
subjected to the worst kind of racism we are told we don't even exist. Our schools teach 
about our Indian ancestors of the past and American history but nothing of the living 
history of Indian people today. The true story of the genocide of our five hundred nations 
and the theft of our lands and forced assimilation of our people into western culture is 
thought of as "progress". We are the only race in North America who are asked to prove 
our blood quantum or to produce a card to prove our ancestry. 

In my school the only recognition of the existence of Native people is the Indian 
mascot painted on the wall. For fifteen years, nearly all of my life my family and I have 
fought to protect our lands from pollution, destruction, and our ancestors burials from 
desecration. In our county alone four Indian burial sites were destroyed in order to 
construct Industrial development parks to accommodate and attract business. In 1998 my 
family and RAGE were approached by the AKZO-Nobel corporation and offered half 
million dollars to drop the lawsuit we had pending against them. Our suit was trying to 
stop the construction of a sail mine on a ten thousand year old sacred burial ground. 
When we refused to accept this bribe my brother and I were shot at while playing in our 
driveway, the police refused to do anything. A month later we were shot at again this 
time bullets struck my bedroom window sending glass flying all over my bed. My 
brother and I were forced to crawl out of our home. When the police arrived they were 
reluctant to arrest the shooter, as he was an agent of the United States Federal 
Government, by the name of Romeo Brandani. He was never convicted of these crimes 
against us. 

The burial grounds in which contained the remains of people from many Native 
Nations were bull dozed and our ancestors bodies were broken and destroyed. The 
United States Government and New York State working together with the BIA 
recognized chiefs allowed the ancestors to be dug up and removed to a New York State 
Indian site. The remaining two burial mounds are in imminent danger of being 
destroyed. 



Mr. Chairman I am asking you, the members of the permanent forum, office of 
the high commissioner of human rights and the special rapporteur, to visit our community 
and observe the ongoing destruction of our culture, which is being allowed by the 
government of New York and the United State to take place. 

Thank you for your help and time, I look forward to your visit to our community. 

Jordan Jacobs 
(RAGE) 


