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H a u d e n a u s a u n e e In tervent ion on Treat ies 

by Oren R. Lyons 

Sixth Session of the U.N. P e r m a n e n t F o r u m on Indigenous Issues 

M a y 16, 2007 

Madam Chairperson, 

"There are No Laches on Treaties" 

Prior to the landfall of Columbus on Turtle Island, indigenous peoples, nations, 
and civilizations—consisting of millions and millions of human beings—were co
existing in the whole of the Western Hemisphere. In Europe, they had no idea that this 
whole hemisphere existed, and the most important document that they referenced, the 
Bible, had no mention of the existence of this hemisphere. 

The prevailing values of our nations and our peoples were based on an 
understanding of Natural Law and Peace. There were great civilizations with their own 
understandings of the world they existed in. In Central and South America, there were 
libraries, they were doing advanced operations on the brain. Our respective nations and 
peoples had an advanced agricultural science unparalleled in the world, yielding potatoes, 
tomatoes, squash, beans, cotton, tobacco, and hundreds of other indigenous foods and 
plants, and corn reigned supreme. 

Democracy was rampant in the Western Hemisphere before the invasion, and the 
Haudenausaunee in particular was operating under the Great Law of Peace. Leaders were 
servants of the people and served at the people's will. Men and women were equal in 
duties and responsibilities. They worked together for the welfare, well-being, and 
protection of the people. There were no standing armies, and no prisons. There were 
many associations and confederations based on trade, diplomacy, and peace. The lands 
and waters were pristine, and the prairies were as full of animals as the plains of 
Serengeti in Africa. There were an estimated 70 million buffalo, untold numbers of 
passenger pigeons, and free peoples everywhere; and the concept of being rightfully free 
prevailed. Democracy was here and in full flower long before the White Man invaded our 
lands. 

The prevailing law was based on respect for the lands and for the forces of nature, 
and the understanding of Natural Law. Our respective nations and people had a 
fundamental understanding of the interrelationship and interconnectedness of life in all its 
forms, and we, the human beings, were acutely aware of our responsibility to and our role 
within this complex Web of Life. We formed great nations based upon giving thanks with 
ceremonies, and today we continue to the best of our ability to carry out those 
responsibilities. The ancient laws of the Earth are written in the hearts and minds of our 
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In conclusion, we hereby call for the Sixth Session of the U.N. Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues to advance the Martinez Treaty Study of 1995 and the First Expert 
Meeting on Treaties of 2004, to be taken before the International Court of Justice at the 
Hague, for an opinion regarding the international status of our treaties. 
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