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Mr Chairman. 

This is a joint statement made on behalf of the Pacific Caucus.. 

We thank you for your indulgence in allowing us to present this statement in just over four 
minutes. 

The first pan of the speech will be done in my native Indigenous tongue. 

Thanks to God(s) and to the ancestors of the world. My many thanks to the host. Geneva, and 
its peoples. 

The Pacific region includes 22 countries and territories strung out across ! I million square 
miles of ocean containing some of the most diverse ecosystems on earth where many different 
cultures have lived harmoniously for many thousands of years. 

Such regions include the northern group islands of the Cook islands, the many islands of 
Kirabati. Tokelau, Tuvalu, the Federated States of Micronesia. Marshall islands. Papua N e » 
Guinea. West Papua and the Moluccas. 

A major threat affecting many Pacific islands is rising water levels and severe storms. Though 
some environmental experts and government bodies argue that this environmental change is 
due to natural causes it does not change the fact that a one-metre rise could leave millions of 
people homeless in the next fifty years. 

Of more concern, complete populations of Indigenous Peoples - many of these populations 
are recognised States - could disappear, because their territories are submerged by rising 
waters. 

Much of Polynesia faces this threat of" rising oceans. As island nations they are subjected to 
low lying coasts and the issue of global warming is a contributing factor to rising sea levels. 
As the earth gets warmer, ice melts and an expansion of water in the ocean occurs. 

An Australian Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) study 
has determined that the pollutants emitted before 1995 have already forced an inevitable 2 to 
4.7 inch sea level rise that will peak around 2020-2025. The study states that even if the 
world's nations met their commitments to the Kyoto Protocol of December 1997 and in 2020 
ceased all emissions thereafter the sea levels would still rise by 5.5 to 12.6 inches by 2050 
with many Pacific islands only 3-7 inches above sea level. 



Regardless of Che factors contributing to this rapid climate change, action must be taken 
immediately by the International community, and bv governments acting in cooperation, to 
develop and implement solutions and ameliorating programs to deal with displaced States, or 
'displaced Indigenous Peoples'. 

• Will these populations be environmental refugees? 

• What relocation programs and special visas will be required for their movement? 

• How can they maintain an Indigenous identity in someone else's territory, especially 
in the Pacific region where ail lands and waters are territories of Indigenous Peoples? 

• If major nations in the region are to become hosts to displaced Indigenous 
Populations what about their records on Indigenous rights? 

• In countries like Australia. New Zealand. USA. Japan and Indonesia, are Indigenous 
rights guaranteed under their constitutions? 

• Are the Indigenous Peoples in these countries in favour of. or even capable of. giving 
up their territories for another Indigenous population? 

• Are these countries already involved in transmigration of populations into the 
territories of Indigenous Peoples without their free, prior and informed consent? 

For Indigenous Peoples in the Pacific, economic, social and cultural extinction is a grave 
concern. In many cases the environmental impact of global warming and El Nino storms have 
created a major problem in water supply and food production. Rising sea levels seep into low 
lying atolls making it too salty to grow staple food crops for consumption and export. 

Recently in May 2003, Papua New Guinea authorities were trying to convince thousands of 
Polynesians to abandon their homes on two atolls that appeared to be sinking. Emergency 
food and water was sent there as fresh water and crops were being affected by the salt water. 

The fishing industry struggles to survive as ocean shifts the fish move with this change. Other 
factors include health concerns. In islands such as the Solomon islands or the highlands of 
Papua New Guinea where it was previously too cold for malaria carrying mosquitoes to 
survive such an illness is becoming endemic. 

Mr Chairman, the members of the Pacific Caucus call for immediate investigation of this 
situation, as a human rights issue, and we seek to have the opportunity to study and respond to 
the study of the crisis no later than the next Session of the Working Group. 

As there is more to our statement, concerning matters of concern in the Pacific region. [ will 
table the rest of our statement. 

Thank you. Mr Chairman 


