
Statement of Chief Stanley Bahnimtewa to the working group of Indigenous
populations, 51 July 199°•

I am indeed honored and grateful that I have been given the opportunity to 
address you. I am Stanley Bahnimtewa, the Kikmongwi, the Chief of Oraibi.
I am the sucessor to Chief Tawaquaptewa.

Although he was not my natural father, he decided "before I was horn that I 
would he the next Chief. Therefore when I was a small child, he would take 
me every where with him. At times, we would he walking along and he would 
say to me, "Let us stop here so I can talk to you. " We would sit down hut 
since I was only a small child, I would quickly go off to play. After 
a while, he would notice that I was not listening and would laugh and say"
Go ahead and play. I am putting my words inside of you. When you grow up 
and your turn comes to be Chief, you will recall all my words." True 
enough, when I became a Chief, I did recall all his words which were 
inside of me. Now I take care of my people according to those instructions 
which he left with me. However, let me say this: to be a Chief is a lot 
of work and responsibility.

Now, let me say this about the Navajo Indians. They do not have any land. 
However, the Federal Government of the United States have allowed them to 
live on our land so now they think they own this land. But, let me say 
again, this is not their land. This is our land. But, let me say again: 
this is not their land. This is our land. This land belongs to us, the 
traditional religious leaders of the Hopi people.

You have now. heard this from me in person. Now, perhaps, you will believe 
the truth about our land. The Navajo does not have any land.

I will now say: The Navajo must move off our land. I say this because 
they are tiying to claim our land which is not theirs. I want you to hear 
this from me so that you will no longer give any credibility to the Navajo 
claim. Now: no one should ever say, this is the land of the Navajo because 
this land is not theirs. It is our land and has been for centuries. I have 
now said this and I am the Chief.
If for some reason you still do not believe this, please come and visit my 
home in Oraibi and I will talk further with you. Let me say again: the Navajo 
has no land. He must, now, therefore move off our land.

Finally, let me say this to all of you. I am very glad to see and meet so 
many of you from many Nations and races today. You are probably also glad 
to see me here also. I wish you all a safe journey as you return to your 
home. Let us all live in harmony and peace. For only as we live in 
harmony and peace will we see any good results of our labor.
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I am indeed honored and grateful that I have been given the opportunity to 
address you. I am Stanley Bahnimtewa, the Kikmongwi, the Chief of Oraibi.
I am the sucessor to Chief Tawaquaptewa.

Although he was not my natural father, he decided before I was bom that I 
would "be the next Chief. Therefore when I was a small child, he would take 
me every where with him. At times, we would be walking along and he would 
say to me. "Let us stop here so I can talk to you. " We would sit -down but 
since I was only a small child, I would quickly go off to play. After 
a while, he would notice that I was not listening and would laugh and say"
Go ahead and play. I am putting ray words inside of you. When you grow up 
and your turn comes to be Chief, you will recall all my words." True 
enough, when I became a Chief, I did recall all his words which were 
inside of me. Now I take care of my people according to those instructions 
which he left with me. However, let me say this: to be a Chief is a lot 
of work and responsibility.

Now, let me say this about the Navajo Indians, They do not have any land. 
However, the Federal Government of the United States have allowed them to 
live on our land so now they think they own this land. But, let me say 
again, this is not their land. This is our land. But, let me say again: 
this is not their land. This is our land. This land belongs to us, the 
traditional religious leaders of the Hopi people.

You have now. heard this from me in person. Now, perhaps, you will believe 
the truth about our land. The Navajo does not have any land.

I will now say: The Navajo must move off our land. I say this because 
they are trying to claim our land which is not theirs. I want you to hear 
this from me so that you will no longer give any credibility to the Navajo 
claim. Now: , no one should ever say, this is the land of the Navajo because 
this land is not theirs. It is our land and has been for centuries. I have 
now said this and I am the Chief.
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If for some reason you still do not believe this, please come and visit my 
home in Oraibi and I will talk further with you. Let me say again: the Navajo 
has no land. He must, now, therefore move off our land.

Finally, let me say this to all of you. I am very glad to see and meet so 
many of you from many Nations and races today. You are probably also glad 
to see me here also. I wish you all a safe journey as you return to your 
home. Let us all live in harmony and peace. For only as we live in 
harmony and peace will we see any good results of our labor.


