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AGENDA ITEM 6(e): 'Disappearing Slates' 

The future survival of many Pacific nations and island populations around the world is an issue 
demanding immediate attention. 

We propose that these populations which are 'at threat' and require attention should be classified as 
'small island States and Indigenous Peoples living on islands'. 

This would allow any further action to be taken to be focussed upon the needs of the populations 
regardless of whether Indigenous Peoples had recognised statehood. 

We are aware that communities are at threat of immediate disappearance, as the Tuvalu example 
shows. If the Tuvalu community were to relocate in the next ten years, under the current climate of 
human rights for Indigenous Peoples, then their survival as Indigenous Peoples would almost 
certainly end at the time of their relocation. 

If the United Nations were to complete the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, then 
there would be a guarantee that they can survive as Indigenous Peoples. Why? Because they 
would have the right of self-determination, and that right would remain with them in the difficult 
period of relocation. 

That is, they would be able to exercise greater control over the terms of their relocation and 
continuation as a Peoples in new territories. 

If thetr relocation was to territories owned by Indigenous Peoples then the terms of the Declaration 
will ensure that the traditional owners are able to exercise their right to give free, prior and 
informed consent. 

In the many regions of the world where Indigenous Peoples have Land Rights there would be a 
capacity to negotiate as peoples to peoples. 

However, without the Declaration being in place, serious problems would exist. Firstly the 



relocating population would not have the necessary means to maintain its Indigenous existence and 
secondly, the territories of Indigenous Peoples'would be at risk of alienation to the new population. 

The disappearance of States is another factor. We are not able to think of any situation in modern 
history where a nation state has disappeared under such tragic circumstances. It is inconceivable 
that it could be allowed to happen. 

It seems that the Tuvalu population may choose to relocate as citizens to Australia. But is this a 
free and informed choice? Certainly it is not a prior choice as they are being faced with an 
inevitable situation. 

We call for these matters to be urgently investigated and resolutions identified. It is preferable to be 
able to further comment on the situations of' Disappearing States' at the next Session of the 
Working Group, under a separate agenda item. 


