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Mr. Chair, distinguished representatives, sisters and brothers,

The Government of Nepal has made some efforts to improve  economic and social development,
culture, environment, education, health, and human rights by these are done by putting individual
rights at the center and by excluding indigenous peoples. It goes against articles 3, 17, 20, 23, 32 on
economic, cultural and social development, articles 29 & 32 on environment, articles 21 & 24 on
health, and UNDRIP, ILO Convention No. 169 and other international standards of human rights.
Therefore, we have following suggestions concerning the six mandate areas:

• We strongly urge UNPFII and Relevant UN Agencies to facilitate Government of Nepal to
reform the new constitution by respecting collective rights in line with UNDRIP and other
international standards.

• We strongly suggest UNPFII to develop indicators, common as well as country specific,
collect disaggregated data, and to monitor progress made by Nepal and elsewhere in these
six mandated areas; and

• We urge the Government of Nepal and the UN system and other international aid agencies
working in Nepal to implement with time bound plan of action in the six mandated areas of
the UNPFII through revision of policies, plans, strategies, and programs making these fully
compatible with UNDRIP.

 
Concerning Agenda Item 10 Given the fact that we indigenous peoples are nations, with right to
self-determination,  the  current  modality  of  indigenous  peoples’  participation  in  the  entire  UN
system should be changed from NGO to a new category as determined by all indigenous peoples.
Any modality that should be developed must put indigenous peoples’ customary institutions and
customary process of representation at the center, and there should be no interference from the state.
As long as current modality continues, there is a need to establish a national unit of UNPFII in all
member states of the United Nations not only to monitor existing conflicts, specially violent ones,
but  also  to  carry  out  indigenous  budgeting  and  auditing  of  all  the  UN  agencies  and  other
international aid agencies so as to prevent from conflicts to emerge and/or intensify, and to establish
special fund for indigenous peoples in each UN member state.

Thank you Mr. Chair.



Note: This statement was read out by Krishna B. Bhattachan on behalf of Yasso Kanti Bhattachan


