
Intervention Point 5: 
Recent Developments Relating to Indigenous Children's Rights 

Mr. William White -(Xelimuqw/Kasalid) Coast Salish, and 
Dr. Philip Cook, University of  Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada 

Thank you madam chair, my colleague Professor  Philip Cook and I have the 

responsibility of  carrying the words and prayers of  our teachers Dr. S amuel 

Sam/Xwe-Xwy-a luc and Chief  Adam Dick/Kwaksistala from  our recent gathering 

in Victoria, BC, Canada (July 12-IS, 1996). 

We would like to share some recent developments relating to the promotion and 

protection of  human rights and fundamental  freedoms  of  indigenous peoples. 

These recent developments highlight the extreme vulnerability of  Indigenous 

children and the concerted need for  immediate action on the part of  the working 

group and UN agencies to create culturally innovative and intersectoral programs in 

support of  Indigenous children's health, education and protection 

This work brought together traditional leaders, specialists, and children from  22 

Indigenous cultures around the world for  the week long consultations. 

We sought to explore and enhance traditional wholistic perspectives as they relate 

to children's rights. This was carried out within the context of  work earned out by 

Unicef  and other UN agencies in applying tile UN Convention on the Rights of  the 

Child, now ratified  by 98% of  the global community. 

The specific  focus  was to examine the Conventions focus  on Indigenous children 

(as articulated in Articles 17 and 30) in relation to other Human Rights 

frameworks,  and to develop a framework  for  programme development and training 



linking the Committee on the Rights of  the Child, UN Agencies, Traditional 

Indigenous People, NGOs, Universities and Indigenous Children and Youth. 

Similarly, we wanted to explore ways in which a growing sense of  alienation 

between the old and the young could be curtailed by drawing on the strengths of 

Indigenous traditions. 

We will not go into greater detail on the workshop as this will be provided in a 

report to be submitted to the working group. This will describe the workshop and 

ensuing partnerships with Indigenous cultures in support of  the International 

Decade of  the Worlds Indigenous Peoples and the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of  the Child 

This partnership, co-sponsored by Unicef  and the School of  Child and Youth Care/ 

University of  Victoria will result in projects, research and training, culminating in 

yearly meetings. 

At this point we would like to present the first  draft  recommendations on behalf  of 

the participants of  the My 12-18,1996 workshop. These recommendations to the 

working group include: 

1. Strengthen the focus  on the extreme vulnerability of  Indigenous children and 
participation of  these children aa part of  die International Deoade of  the 
World's Indigenous Peoples. 

2. Identify  and promote Indigenous teachings and traditions of  caring, support 
and problem solving relating to children, youth and families  in partnership 
with UN agencies and NGOs. 

3. Identify  legal and other frameworks  (eg C.R.C., ILO Convention 169, the 
UN Draft  Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous People and the Draft 
Inter-American Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous People) that can be 
used as tools in support of  the above recommendations. 



4. UN Agencies working oil behalf  of  Indigenous children, such as UNICEF, 
UNESCO, WIIO, ILO, and UNDP, should either create a focal  point, whoce 
mandate responds to Indigenous Children, or broaden the mandate of 
existing Indigenous local points, to help facilitate  the process of  focusing  on 
Indigenous Children. 

5. Create a database and youth and resource network for  Indigenous peoples 
specific  to issues relating to Indigenous childr-en and their rights to 
appropriate health care, education and protection. 

In conclusion we echo the words of  our siem sulxwane (elders) who firmly  believe 

in their right and freedom  to classify  our views on family  teachings and perceptions 

of  the sacred. We would like to thank you Madam Chair, the working group and 

the international delegates gathered here for  the opportunity of  making this 

intervention. 

In closing we "thank the Ancestors and the creator for  reminding us that 

we are young, we are old 

we are male, we are female 

we are natural, we are supernatural 

we are the sacred". 
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