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In September 1995, two Chippewa Indians were shot by Ontario police while 

demonstrating for the return of a sacred burial ground to their people. One 

demonstrator died of his wounds, the first  Indian in modern history to be killed in 

Canada in the context of an indigenous land claim. 

In the 1930"s and 40"s, the Chippewas' Stony Point reserve was taken from them 

without their free consent, and converted to a Provincial Park and a military base. 

A portion of the Chippewas' land was a sacred burial ground, and the burial sites 

were destroyed. 

In spite of repeated requests, the land was not returned to the Chippewas. Then in 

the summer of 1995, a number of young Chippewas occupied the Ipperwash Military 

Base, and after a short time the military withdrew. The Chippewas' attention then 

turned to the remaining portion of their reserve, the sacred burial grounds at 

Ipperwash Provincial Park. On September 4 1996, twenty or so unarmed young 

Chippewas symbolically occupied the Provincial Park as it closed for the season. 

It seemed to the Chippewas that the occupation would be uneventful. However, on 

September 5, a large paramilitary police force began blocking access roads and 
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assembling nearby. By September 6, the police force had grown to approximately 

200 heavily armed tactical police and snipers, as well as helicopters, one or more 

armoured vehicles, and police watercraft. 

Eyewitnesses reported that the police used racist taunts and threats against the 

Chippewa demonstrators. A spirited demonstrator named Dudley George was 

reportedly threatened by police late on the afternoon of September 6 that he would 

"be the first"  when they engaged the Chippewas. 

Without warning or lawful authority, at 11 p.m. on September 6, a force of 

approximately 50 riot police attacked a small group of Chippewa men, women and 

children who were assembled in a public parking area. The Chippewas were beaten 

with batons. One demonstrator, Bernard George, was dragged away by a group of 

police and seriously beaten, close to death. 

The demonstrators took up sticks and stones, some of which were apparently thrown 

towards the riot police, who wore helmets and shields. A16 year-old Chippewa then 

drove a school bus towards the police in an attempt to defend the demonstrators. 

Eyewitnesses state that at this point the police began firing their weapons 

indiscriminately at the bus and demonstrators. Within minutes, two demonstrators, 

Nick Cotteral and Dudley George had been shot, and the police then withdrew 

rapidly. 

The demonstrators waited for ambulances and medical assistance, but none arrived. 
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A brother and sister of Dudley George drove him to hospital in a car with one flat 

wheel. On arrival, they were immediately dragged away by police before they could 

assist their brother into the hospital. Dudley George died soon afterwards  from the 

bullet wound to the chest. 

The police stated that they were fired at from the bus and that police then returned 

fire.  In November 1996, the Government of Canada repeated this claim in Geneva, 

to the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Arbitrary Killings and Extrajudicial Executions. It 

was clear, and remains clear, that the Government of Canada could have had no 

basis in fact on which to make this assertion. However, this false and injurious claim 

by the Government of Canada to a U.N. official  has never been clarified or 

withdrawn. 

In February 1996, legal counsel for the family of the late Dudley George began 

investigating the events of September 4 - 7 1995. The following disturbing facts 

have emerged: 

• that it was decided, even before the police build-up, to "confront the Indians"; 

• that police consumed large quantities of alcohol during the relevant period at 

Stony Point; 

• that police failed to assist, or call ambulances, after the shooting; 

• that police used a St. John's Ambulance Corps vehicle as a command post; 

• that police hid a military-type armoured vehicle in a nearby barn for possible 

use against unarmed civilians; 

• that a high-level committee of civil officials  met frequently before the shooting, 

directing the strategy that was to be used against the small number of 
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unarmed demonstrators. 

The Government of Ontario has refused repeated calls for an impartial judicial 

inquiry into these events. In stark contrast to this case, the Government of Ontario 

immediately established a judicial inquiry after the non-fatal beating of non-

indigenous demonstrators by police in Toronto early this year. 

An Ontario Government "Special Investigation Unir investigated the conduct of the 

police on the night of September 6 1996, and a single police officer  was charged 

with criminal negligence arising out of the shooting. However, the deceased's family 

and the press were refused access to the investigators' report, although it was 

provided to the government and the police. 

Also, almost a year has passed, but no coroner's inquest into the death of Dudley 

George has been undertaken or announced. 

Also, the family have also been refused access to the post-mortem report on their 

relative. 

A Minister in the Government of Canada has stated his agreement with the calls for 

a public inquiry. However, officials  of the Government of Canada have indicated that 

the government will not assist the George family in meeting the cost of its efforts  to 

ensure that the facts of this event are uncovered, and justice is done. 
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