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Members of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations, Distinguished 
Representatives of Governments, Distinguished Representatives of Indigenous 
Peoples, Brothers and Sisters, my name is Baba Festus, I am IjKhomani San from 
South Africa representative of WIMSA. 

The Working Group of Indigenous Minorities in Southern Africa (WIMSA) was 
established in 1996 at the request of the San rrorci Southern Africa, to provide a 
platform for their communities to express their problems, needs and concerns. 
WIMSA is required to advocate and lobby for San rights, to establish a network for 
information exchange among San communities and other concerned parties, and to 
provide training and advice to San communities on tourism, integrated development 
projects and land tenure. 

The San or Bushmen of Southern Africa are the first peoples of Africa; our ancestors 
are the ancestors of all of the people in this room. San peoples have been the subjects 
of numerous ethnographic studies, documentaries, feature films, coffee table books 
and post cards. The majority of Southern Africa's San populations are struggling from 
poverty. With the changing economy of our region our people often lack skills 
necessary to participate in the political economy. We experience discrimination at the 
hands of others. San are competent to make important decisions without guidance or 
assistance from others. It is in this context that many San peoples find themselves in 
conflict with neighbouring peoples and sometimes with governments. 

Throughout the region, San and San organisations consider land and natural resource 
access issues to be vitally important. As San have increased their capacity to lobby for 
their own interests they have became increasingly forthright about land rights issues. 
This reflects not only the symbolic and metonymic value of land in San history and 
cultural memory, but also their desire to secure a better platform for social and 
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economic development. It is fair to say that the basis of both peace and conflict in our 
region conies down to land and natural resources rights and access. 

The limited land available to San communities remains a serious impediment to our 
social, political and economic development. San land issues have received coverage in 
the local and international media for both good and bad reasons over the past 10 
years. 

The South African Government has undertaken efforts to ensure that local San 
populations have acceptable land access. Between 1904 and 1936, the JKhomani San 
lost most of their land in Gordonia District. One part of our community survived 
inside the Kalahari Gemsbok Park but was expelled for racial reasons in 1972. In 
1999, we are proud to say that this land was restored by the South African 
government. 

In Namibia, San peoples were forced to move or were severely restricted in their 
activities through the formation of the Etosha National Park, however San have 
carried out an oral history project under the auspices of WTMSA and will develop 
products which will help them to convince the government to assist them to benefit 
from the Etosha National Park. The government of independent Namibia is in fact 
supportive. 

In Botswana San communities inNata Valley, the Western Sandveld, the Central 
Kalahari Game Reserve and Ngamiland have had to cope with the imposition of 
"coercive conservation" strategies pursued by the Government of Botswana. If you 
are not a cattle culture in Botswana, the government is not interested. The San are 
currently taking the Botswana government to court over their expulsion from the 
Central Kalahari. The view of development held by San peoples and the government 
of Botswana is very different at this stage. 

Until recently Southern African governments made little efforts to ensure San access 
to formal education. We as San people are challenged by the lack of accountable 
institutionalised leadership. We have been hunter-gatherers without centralised 
leadership. Now we must negotiate with one voice and communicate with our 
neighbours and government. 

To achieve peace and prosperity in our region we need dominant peoples to 
understand our way of life and our ways of economic subsistence. We need to 
strengthen our leadership capacity and look at creative ways of conflict resolution. 
Yet, in the end, there cannot be peace and well being without protection of our land 
and natural resource rights within a democratic framework. 
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