18th Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues (UNPFII)

As the President of the National Indian Foundation - FUNAI, the official
indigenist organ of Brazil, it’s an honor to participate in this Forum.

In 2019, the United Nations celebrates the International Year of
Indigenous Languages. Brazil has 1 million indigenous people, 305
ethnic groups and 274 languages that remain alive and preserved by
our peoples.

As the brazilian government body responsible for defending the rights
of these peoples, FUNAI has sought to protect lands and support the
development of communities. The Brazilian Constitution of 1988
defined the original peoples would have autonomy, that is, they would
no longer be under the tutelary institution and would have the usufruct
of their lands. ILO's Convention n°.169 protects the right of indigenous
people to choose their own model of economic and social
development.

FUNAI supports sustainable development projects that have
generated income and changed the lives of many communities. These
activities are carried out by the Indians, without the interference of the
State or non-Indians, aligned with the preservation of the environment.

In the State of Rondonia, the coffee produced by the Surui ethnic
group and the nuts produced by Cinta Larga ethnic group have
attracted the attention of the national and international market. By
2018, the estimated production per village was over 1,000 tons. By
2019, the estimate production is 2 thousand tons.
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In the state of Paralba, Potiguara shrimp farming moves approximately
70 tons per year.

In the state of Mato Grosso, with a population of more than 2 thousand
indigenous people, Paresi farmers planted 15 thousand hectares of
soybeans, corn, beans, sunflower and rice in the 2018.

These are just a few examples of what indigenous people have
produced on their land. A FUNAI has also supported communities that
want to take ethno-tourism to their villages, in a sustainable way and
respecting the environment.

The Indigenous Lands occupy about 13% of the national territory and
are the Brazil’s best protected areas. In an attempt to curb miners and
loggers, FUNAI have been acting in the control of these illicit activities
in a very intense way.

Since President Jair Bolsonaro began his mandate, FUNAI has
supported the implementation of 80 actions of Territorial Protection in
64 Indigenous Lands. All that in just 4 months.

To all those present at the Forum, I underline the interest of the
Brazilian government to provide better living conditions for indigenous
peoples, always respecting their rights of choice, their culture, their
beliefs and their model of life.

Thank you!
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