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Mr. Chairperson, members of the Permanent Forum, Indigenous Peoples and their organizations, 
UN colleagues. The United Nations Development Programme is delighted to be taking part in this 
third session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

Since its inception two years ago, the Permanent Forum has emerged as a vitally important 
mechanism for UN agencies to come together through a shared platform to work in partnership 
with indigenous peoples organizations, national and municipal governments, and civil society 
organizations in support of sustainable social and economic development for marginalized 
communities. Through its worldwide network of offices in 166 countries, UNDP has engaged 
with indigenous peoples in a wide diversity of contexts and situations. 

For its part, UNDP aims to foster an enabling environment to promote indigenous peoples' 
participation in decision-making at all levels, in ensuring the co-existence of traditional and 
customary forms of governance and land ownership with other socio-political and cultural systems, 
and in developing the capacity of governments to build more inclusive policies and programmes. 
You have heard from my colleagues this morning in the 'development' plenary sessions about the 
various initiatives UNDP supports of concern to Indigenous Peoples. In UNDP, our work on the 
environment is rooted in the understanding that the environment — far from being separated from 
development ~ is a key development issue. Indeed, it frequently provides the day-to-day resources 
for livelihoods, and even the 'welfare system of last resort' for poor people and communities. 

To give you a brief overview of UNDP's work in the area of environment to support indigenous 
peoples', let me start at the global level. 

Building on the work of the Civil Society Advisory Committee which directly advises UNDP's 
Administrator on key policy issues from civil society and indigenous perspectives, UNDP is 
working to ensure that its strategies and actions to realize the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) ~ including the goals of eradicating extreme poverty and ensuring environmental 
sustainability - benefit and are relevant to Indigenous Peoples and their organizations. UNDP 
recognizes that Indigenous Peoples have for generations been finding solutions to precisely the 
challenges outlined in the MDGs. And the rest of the world has so much to learn from Indigenous 
Peoples. 

UNDP does believe that the Millennium Declaration and the MDGs, agreed in September 2000 by 
world leaders at the UN Millennium Summit in New York and explicitly reaffirmed at the 2002 
World Summit on Sustainable Development, have become an unprecedented and uniquely 
valuable vehicle for alignment among all those working towards a sustainable future. 
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UNDP seeks your alliance in this alignment effort and respectfully invites you to own the MDG 
process as it plays out in your particular setting and adopt it to meet the needs of your own 
constituencies. 

Through its 'Policy of Engagement' endorsed in August 2001, UNDP considers that indigenous 
peoples are central partners in sustainably managing the environment, reducing poverty, and 
resolving conflicts. As it takes stock of progress made in operationalizing the MDGs by 2005, 
UNDP recognizes that enhanced capacity-building, development advice, and increased grant 
support to indigenous peoples is still much in need. 

Following a recommendation by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs in December 
2003, the UN Development Group (UNDG) has decided that indigenous issues will be among the 
2004 priorities. Further, the Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Issues has been invited to 
suggest specific changes to the UN's Common Country Assessment and United Nations 
Development Assistance Framework, key documents that shape the direction of all UN 
development assistance, from the perspective of Indigenous Peoples. 

At the national level, in its capacity as one of the primary implementing agencies of the Global 
Environment Facility, UNDP has supported, for example, innovative projects in Peru to help small 
farmers conserve 11 native crops species within productive agroecosystems through the improved 
dissemination of traditional ecological knowledge. In Egypt, UNDP is working for the protection 
of traditional knowledge related to medicinally important plant biodiversity. 

UNDP is committed to develop instruments to equitably channel benefits from genetic resources to 
those communities responsible for safeguarding these valuable resources. To help ensure the 
benefits accrue to local communities, UNDP cooperates with the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and other concerned UN bodies to document good practice in benefit-sharing agreements 
arising from bio-prospecting. 

Moreover, UNDP fully endorses the principle of free prior informed consent in development 
programmes and recognizes indigenous peoples' rights to development. 

Based on what is learned from its experience at the national and local levels so far, UNDP is 
preparing a 'guidance note' for UNDP staff around the world on how best they can assist countries 
and communities to protect their traditional knowledge and ensure the equitable sharing of benefits 
accrued from their biological resources. 

At the local level, UNDP considers that targeted capacity building is still required to enhance 
direct support for projects formulated and implemented by indigenous peoples' organizations 
themselves. 

Since 1992, the Global Environment Facility Small Grants Programme (GEF SGP), housed in 
UNDP, has been channeling support directly to local communities and providing a range of types 
of support to indigenous peoples. During this third session of the Permanent Forum, GEF SGP has 
partnered with the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the Equator Initiative to conduct a full-
day consultation to find pioneering ways to incorporate indigenous peoples preferred mode of 
cultural expression in grant-giving arrangements. Through its decentralized structure, working in 
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73 countries, the SGP has channeled support to indigenous peoples in every part of the world. In 
Guatemala, for instance, approximately 70% of all SGP grants are received by indigenous peoples. 

In Vietnam, in the Central Highlands' Hoa Thang Commune, the SGF supports a project that aims 
to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases from burning coffee cover by actually using coffee 
cover to grow edible mushroom and produce biofertilizer in Tay Nguyen, a major coffee growing 
area. Biofertilizer application improves soil fertility, prevents soil degradation and results in higher 
coffee yield, reducing forest destruction for coffee fields. 

In Kenya, the SGP supported the setting up of a solar powered, electronic communication centre to 
indigenous pastoralists in the Magadi region. This was to improve some of the challenges the 
community was facing such as limited communication, poor marketing of livestock and farm 
produce due to lack of information. The 'E-Centres' have become a great income generation 
source now providing services such as telephone, internet services, typing, mobile phone charging, 
photocopying and showing videos. 

The Equator Initiative, launched in January of 2002 in support of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, recently awarded its second round of awards for outstanding community 
initiatives in the tropics that balance livelihoods with environmental protection at the Seventh 
Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
The initiative seeks to promote worldwide recognition of the critical importance of local action in 
poverty reduction and conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. In the 2004 set of 
nominations for the prize, the proportion of projects led by indigenous peoples was markedly 
higher, as was the proportion of indigenous peoples' projects among the finalists. To give you an 
example, one of the winners this year was Proyecto Nasa from Colombia, a project of Colombia's 
indigenous Paez people. Together, they sustainably manage a territory of 49,000 hectares, partially 
located within the Nevada del Huila Biosphere Reserve on the Colombia-Ecuador border. Since 
1980 they have courageously worked to incorporate holistic strategies for natural and cultural 
preservation into daily life - while in the midst of civil strife and violence from conflicts in their 
region. The project's activities, while reaping rewards for both human and environmental health, 
are funded through the sale of environmentally friendly products, such as juices and objects crafted 
from artisanal marble. 

In closing, UNDP looks forward to further and expanded collaboration with the Permanent Forum 
and a continued dialogue between our country offices and all the peoples represented by the 
Forum. 

Thank you. 
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