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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

On behalf of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), it is a 
great pleasure to participate in the third session of the Permanent Forum. As 
the Forum is now focusing its attention on environment issues, we would 
like to thank you for providing us with an opportunity to highlight some of 
UNEP's activities related to Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous Issues. A 
comprehensive report on UNEP's main activities was delivered to the 
Secretariat of the Forum, which also contains UNEP's responses to the 
specific recommendations made to our Programme. To avoid repetition I 
will focus in this statement on some specific issues only which will cover the 
themes on women, youth and UNEP's work in the arctic region. 

First and foremost, I would like to mention, that for indigenous peoples, civil 
society activities provide an opportunity for engaging with UNEP at a policy 
level. UNEP recognises the position of civil society at the frontline of 
sustainable development and has continuously collaborated with civil 
society and NGOs, including indigenous peoples' organisations. 

Poverty and the environment 
The link between human well-being and the environment informs all of 
UNEP's work, but becomes especially acute in the case of indigenous 
peoples. UNEP has long recognised the environmental risks and challenges 
affecting indigenous peoples, as well as their unique potential for 
contributing much-needed innovative solutions to environmental 
sustainability. 

Within UNEP's work programme a special focus is given to the crosscutting 
topic on poverty and environment as UNEP's Governing Council decision 
21/15, requested the Executive Director of UNEP to develop and promote 
understanding of the linkages between poverty and the environment, the 
means of making people's livelihoods more productive and environmentally 
sustainable and appropriate policy options for Governments. The approach is 
of particular interest in the context of indigenous peoples who are often 
marginalized and among the poorest within society. 

The challenge for UNEP is to contribute to a strengthening of the 
environmental management capacity at national and local levels. This 
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requires a sound scientific basis and reliable information on the conditions of 
ecosystems, consequences of ecosystem change on social and economic 
processes, and analysis of options for policy and implementation responses. 
The UNEP approach, "Poverty and Ecosystems: A Conceptual Framework", 
draws on the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA), the work of Nobel 
Laureate Amartya Sen, and practical experience with participatory natural 
resource management. 

This approach fully integrates the environment into the task of poverty 
alleviation. It recognizes that the well-being of the poor is closely linked to 
ecosystem services - including food, water, fuel, as well as the spiritual and 
social needs. Any poverty alleviation strategy must take into account the 
contribution of ecosystem services to the well-being of the poor. This 
requires a consistent approach capable of recognizing the circumstances 
under which specific groups of poor draw on essential ecosystem services 
and where preservation of these services may contribute more to their well-
being than modest increases in incomes. As a rule, the poor are acutely 
aware of their dependence on these ecosystem services and consequently 
capable of identifying priority actions to conserve them. 

Women and the environment 
This cross-cutting issue of poverty and environment puts a focus on the role 
of women in poverty reduction through recognizing the crucial role that 
women have in managing biodiversity, health and environment, partnerships 
for clean fuels and vehicles, water, dry land management, climate change 
and environmental law. 

Although the international arena has theoretically recognized women's vital 
role and contributions to economic development, on the ground their 
activities are still deemed informal and without measurable economic 
significance, and again this is particularly the case for indigenous women. 

Next Thursday, UNEP will, together with the Women's Environment and 
Development Organization (WEDO), launch during lunch hour, in this 
room, a new policy series publication entitled "Women and the 
Environment". This publication is based on 20 years of experience, on 
existing knowledge and expertise and on extensive consultations between 
civil society organizations and networks. 
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Women comprise half the world's population. This publication demonstrates 
that a gender perspective on environment and development calls for a 
specific focus on the contributions, needs and vision of women, as their 
position is often neglected in environmental arenas, Stressing the value of 
examining sustainable development though a gender perspective, the book 
explores policies, strategies and practices in environmental use and 
conservation. 

Women and the Environment calls for action, for implementation, and for the 
empowerment and encouragement of women's leadership. Political will and 
accountability at all levels is a first requirement. A coherent gender-
responsive institutional architecture should be guaranteed, including 
allocation of responsibilities and tasks, and the participation of civil society 
in general and women in particular. 

There is a pressing need too for further action and research on gender and 
the environmental implications in the area of globalization, trade and market 
liberalization, indigenous knowledge systems and their protection, 
environmental change, sustainable practices, health and the environment and 
the position of the girl child with regard to the environment and sustainable 
development. 

At the end of the publication, guidelines on gender main streaming, gender 
analysis and indicators of gender sensitivity in project planning and 
implementation are put forward to instill a gender perspective in 
environmental and sustainable development organizations. 

Women and environment are closely interconnected and this publication 
indicates why their perspectives must be heard, and why women's active 
participation and their rights as girls, women, wives and mothers must be 
understood and respected. 

The publication also gives an insight in the essential role of indigenous 
knowledge, and in particular the indigenous woman's knowledge, especially 
in the context of the sustainable use of their surrounding environment and 
the biodiversity they depend on for their family's daily survival and 
medicinal care. 

We welcome all of you to attend the launch and exchange views with the 
panelists and the women that contributed to the book. 
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The Network of Women Ministers for the Environment organized together 
with UNEP an event on women and water during the 8 t h special session of 
the UNEP Governing Council /Global Ministerial Environment Forum in 
Jeju, Korea in March this year. It inspired UNEP partners and governments 
to accelerate their efforts to mainstream gender in natural resource 
management and consider women as strategic water managers. 

UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Topfer suggested that women's 
integration in water management is not a matter of political correctness but a 
requirement for successful development and that focus needs to be put on 
legal provisions for women's economic activity. Moreover, Dr Topfer 
alluded to women's role in water as a matter of culture, religion and personal 
dignity. 

Women's participation in forging integrated water resources management 
plans and water efficiency plans by 2005 was seen as a priority during the 
event.. The needs of children whose parents have been afflicted with 
HIV/Aids were highlighted, particularly with respect to girls who work 
double shifts fetching water for their families before they can go to school. 

Without empowering women, we will not be able to eradicate poverty. Nor 
will we be able to fight poverty related environmental degradation. 
International institutions as well as national and local governments need to 
enhance the role of women through: 
• Legal provisions, Institutional Frameworks and Incentives; 
• Capacity Development and Empowerment; 
• Monitoring, Information and Evaluation. 

The Network of Women Ministers for the Environment is prepared to work 
with male colleagues, international organizations and major groups to 
promote these recommendations. 

Children and youth 
UNEP started its work with young people in 1985, the International Youth 
Year. Since then, it has developed various global and regional initiatives, 
activities and networks. UNEP has held regular conferences for young 
people and promoted environmental awareness through competitions, 
partnerships with organisations working with young people, including 
indigenous children and youth. UNEP has also involved young people in its 
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Governing Council sessions and in the development of regional and global 
environmental reports. 

In February 2003, "TUNZA", a long-term strategy for engaging children and 
youth in UNEP's work was adopted by Governments. The Kiswahili word 
'TUNZA" means "to treat with care or affection". The overall TUNZA 
concept is built around this theme. It is an initiative meant to develop 
activities in the areas of capacity building, environmental awareness, and 
information exchange. 

The vision is to foster a generation of environmentally conscious citizens 
who will better influence decision-making processes and act responsibly to 
create a sustainable world, and to engage young people in the work of 
UNEP. 

A conference was organized last year in Russia. The next conference will 
take place in New London, Connecticut from 19 to 23 July 2004. The 
Conference will have a strong focus on indigenous issues with one of the 
four main themes being "Indigenous Peoples and their Environmental 
Ways". UNEP has a committee working on the incorporation of indigenous 
issues in the Conference programme and at least 40 of the 600 children at 
the Conference are expected to be indigenous children. Indigenous children 
from around New London are involved in the advisory board for the 
Conference. 

Activities through UNEP's regional offices 
Many activities take place through our six regional offices. As an example I 
would like to highlight two projects of our regional office for Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

There is for instance a project entitled Community training for the 
conservation of biodiversity and the sustainable exploitation of natural 
resources. The first phase of this project focuses on the indigenous peoples 
of Chiapas through a training programme on conservation and sustainable 
management of the natural and cultural wealth of the indigenous peoples of 
Chiapas. 1 

Another activity concerns training courses for indigenous women on the role 
of women in the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, 
with emphasis on the biodiversity related multilateral environmental 
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agreements and existing national legislation on the subject. The first series 
of courses took place in April 2004 with the indigenous communities of the 
Argentinean Andes. 

Arctic 
UNEP is also dedicated to placing the sustainable development of the Arctic 
on the global agenda. Amongst the main priorities are the Arctic 
environment and a sustainable future for the Arctic indigenous peoples. 
Their survival and future well-being will be the best indicator of sustainable 
development of this rich but vulnerable region of the world. 

Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) generally recognize 
indigenous peoples as key stakeholders, and acknowledge the need for 
indigenous participation (for instance the CBD, but also CITES is very clear 
on the need to secure the support and cooperation of indigenous 
communities in managing wildlife resources and therefore combating illegal 
trade). A study was recently prepared by UNEP in collaboration with MEAs 
to highlight the relevance of MEAs for the Arctic environment and the 
indigenous peoples of that region. 

One clear message that comes through in this study is that there exists a 
general recognition among the MEAs that the indigenous peoples direct and 
critical subsistence link to the environment makes them especially 
vulnerable. This is reflected by the understanding that their reliance on 
traditional foods is exposing them to the contaminants present in that food, 
as well as by the accommodation made for the needs of traditional 
subsistence users of endangered or rare species The threat to the ozone layer 
and climate change are especially acute risks on the Arctic regions, and 
hence for the Arctic indigenous peoples. 

It is expected that the study will facilitate the identification of synergies and 
interlinkages between MEAs and relevant partners on Arctic issues, and 
encourage partners to develop joint programmes and help identify funding 
opportunities. It represents a good example of interlinkages on geographic, 
substantive and institutional issues. The identification of areas where future 
work is needed should help to shape policies in future. 

UNEP-GRID (The Global and Regional Integrated Data (GRID) 
Centre), Arendal, Norway 
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GRID Arendal is the key polar center of UNEP. It has a strong focus on 
indigenous issues, operating through the Arctic Indigenous Peoples 
Program. One of its priorities has been to support Arctic indigenous peoples' 
participation in Arctic Council projects. 
The GRID-Arendal periodic newspaper, The Polar Environment Times 
provides a canvass for all stakeholders in polar environment to voice their 
concerns and perspectives, including the perspectives of arctic indigenous 
peoples. The latest copy of the newspaper will be available to this session of 
the Forum. 

Programme for Capacity Building and Participation of Russia's 
Indigenous Peoples in the Sustainable Development of the Arctic. 
In March 1998, leaders from 28 indigenous groups residing in Arctic Russia 
met for the first time to discuss common problems related to their threatened 
environment and natural resources. The main output of the seminar was a 
report with their own assessment of their environmental problems, proposed 
actions and request for help from international fora. This led to the 
development of a programme proposal to support the indigenous peoples of 
Arctic Russia in the fall of 1998. 

The programme goals are to: 
• Develop the capacity of the regional and central organisations of the 

indigenous peoples of Arctic Russia in the fields of environmental 
knowledge, networking, information, and awareness raising. 

• Strengthen the movement of Russian Arctic Indigenous Peoples as 
participants in the democratic development of Russia. 

• Support sustainable development in Arctic Russia through focus on 
indigenous knowledge and strengthening of the capacity of the 
indigenous peoples to participate in the process. 

Contaminants/Persistent Toxic Substances (PTS), Food Security and 
Indigenous peoples of the Russian North. 
UNEP is supporting the implementation of this project, funded by the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) and a number of partners. 

Traditional food, particularly food derived from marine mammals, is a 
significant source of persistent toxic substances in the diets of Arctic 
indigenous peoples. The main objective of the project is to assist Indigenous 
Peoples of the Russian North in developing appropriate remedial actions to 
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reduce the health risk resulting from the contamination of their environment 
and traditional food sources by persistent toxic substances (PTS). 

Objectives are to ascertain the level of key Persistent Organic Pollutants 
(POPs) in traditional foods and in blood and lipid tissues of selected 
populations and to analyse the health and dietary implications of these 
findings. 

The project assesses the significance of aquatic food chains as a pathway of 
exposure of Indigenous Peoples to PTS, and on the actions necessary to 
reduce this route of exposure, thus contributing to identifying solutions to 
the threats posed by PTS to the Arctic aquatic environment. It assesses also 
the relative importance of local and distant sources, and the role of 
atmospheric versus riverine transport of PTS. 

It will provide recommendations to federal and local authorities, indigenous 
peoples, and the international community on measures to reduce the 
exposure of indigenous peoples to PTS, including identification of priority 
areas where actions are needed. 

International Network of Arctic Indigenous Community-Based 
Environmental Monitoring & Information Stations (AICEMI stations). 

This programme is proposed as a Part of a Global Integrated Arctic 
Information and Research System for The International Polar Year 2007-
200S. It is a joint proposal by GRID-Arendal together with the Aleut 
International Association. The aim is the creation of an international 
circumpolar network of AICEMI stations that will generate and exchange 
research and monitoring data collected by indigenous experts and scientists. 
It answers the need for joint international monitoring of the environmental, 
social, and economic changes and trends in the Arctic. 

The International Polar Year could become a catalyst of multilateral, socially 
and scientifically diverse collaboration on a creation of a wholesome, all-
inclusive monitoring system. 

The goal is to increase the capacity and effectiveness of the circumpolar 
monitoring through involvement of the indigenous peoples communities and 
utilization of traditional ecological knowledge. 
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Environmental Impact Assessment training course (EIA) 

This course will combine modern practices with traditional knowledge and 
will be tailored for indigenous peoples living in Arctic Russia. The project 
aims to identify the tools that can be used or adapted to meet indigenous 
peoples1 needs in assessing impacts. Amongst the tools to be explored in the 
project are: 

• Environmental impact assessment (EIA), - a process where one 
identifies, communicates, predicts and interprets information on the 
potential impacts of proposed activities on the environment, including 
humans. 

• Social and cultural impact assessments (community impact 
assessment, impacts on values and beliefs systems, languages, 
economy, vitality and viability of an affected community) 

• Tools defined by the CBD process, e.g. access and benefit sharing 

Vital Arctic Graphics 
As part of its response to the Governing Council decision 22/11, UNEP 
intends to develop a volume in the series of Vital Graphics devoted to the 
Arctic, with a special emphasis on Indigenous Peoples. Themes will include: 
indigenous knowledge of climate change, adaptation to climate change, 
pollutants in the Arctic and health linkages, standard of living in the Arctic, 
and issues on development in the Arctic (fragmentation of habitats, loss of 
traditional hunting grounds). 

Finally, let me invite you again to the launch of the book on Women and the 
Environment on Thursday during lunch hour in this room. 


