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Mr. Chai rman, thank you for giving me the opportunity to have the 
floor. Brothers and sisters, dist inguished members of this Forum, member 
states ladies and gent lemen mayatja akew son sikayon emin a good day to 
everyone . 

I am Franklin Almoza from Philippines, a former fellow under the 
Office of the High Commiss ioner on H u m a n Rights ( O H C H R ) . A m e m b e r 
of the Ibaloi Tribe from the Mounta ins of Cordillera. First of all I would like 
to take this opportunity to give my gratitude to the voluntary fund w h o 
sponsored me for being able to attend this second session of Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

My brothers and sisters we come here to share our issues to each and 
everyone for a change in our respective countries and I the Indigenous world 
as a whole . As member of the indigenous people ' s populat ion, I share 
sympathy to all endeavors that everybody have. I wanted to share that, " land 
is life" this words echoes in the mountains of Cordil lera by the Igorots and 
other Indigenous People ' s around the world. Land is concluded as one with 
our lives and given the inevitable obligation to take care each other. 
Kabunyan who is the provider of everything, he have given us a land. A land 
rich of gold and other natural resources. A gilt, we are using lor our daily 
needs to survive. Mr. Cha i rman I will be presenting our issue regarding the 
construct ion of dams and mining. 

In the whole cordillera, the main source of living is farming, fishing 
and mining. In my communi ty 9 0 % are not educated, they barely live as 
miners and farmers. My people have ever since living as small scale miners 
of gold, prior to the establishment of this big mining companies . Fa rming 
have stop afterwards because of drought due to "Open-pi t min ing" operat ion 
of the Benguet Corporat ion. In which I would like to emphasize that we 
mine out gold using our traditional way. We do preserve the environment 
inspite of our mining activities for we care of our gift. This I can say that . 



my children and grand grand children can still see birds living, beautiful 
mountains and rivers freely flowing for many years to come. In 1995 the 
Philippine Government have signed into law the Republic Act 7942 or 
known as Mining Act of 1995. Giving the authority to a mining company to 
legally perform the "Open pit" way of mining. This Open pit mining was 
being operated within my community by the Benguet Corporation. As a 
result, members of the community who are small scale miners were put 
aside. Farming have stop afterwards because of drought due to "Open-pit 
mining' ' operation of the Benguet Corporation. As a result diseases breaks 
out due to lack of clean water and like dehydration and malnutrition. The 
mountains are gone stripped off by the bulldozers, rivers were being polluted 
due to the chemicals used, erosions and dislocation of some members of the 
community. In connection to their mining operation the government is 
allowing the mining companies to apply for their water right. With our 
experience in the process for this matters, we were being cheated. The 
members of the community are not consulted prior to the mining operation 
and any development activities. 

Secondly Mr. Chairman, 1 would also like to raise our problem about 
the construction of dams, specially the San Roque dam. This San Roque dam 
is said to be the biggest dam in Asia and it is now on its way of being 
completed. Now that it is nearly done, same story will again be raise by my 
brothers and sisters who are being affected. Lost of their land, destruction of 
environment through siltation, threat to our culture and forcibly dislocation. 
What will be our future? Ibalois have already sacrifice their land for the 
construction of two dams namely the Ambuklao dam and the Binga dam. 
Dams that contributes to the development of the country for many decades 
already. For whom was the development? The Ibalois doesn' t feel the impact 
of development that the Government has been promising. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope this forum will look on this matter and its 
United Nations Partner agencies concerned about this matters. This issues is 
not only our issue but not that far to the experience of other indigenous 
people 's in the world. Governments do promise for equal development but 
where is it? The reality speaks, its nothing. There is no development, we 
even now feel the revenge of mother nature for its destruction. 

Mr. Chairman, we urge for this body to recommend to the 
transnational corporations, Multi-national corporations, developmental 
agencies within the United Nations System that the participation of the 
Indigenous Peoples in the name of development is what we want. Free and 
Prior Informed Consent (FPIC) should be observe. With this, 1 hope that 



this forum will take into consideration this concerns. 

I therefore conclude by saying, Indigenous People 's plays an 
important role in the preservation of our environment, our mother earth 
towards Development . It doesn ' t mean that we don ' t like development , but 
rather we just would like to take part on the process. 

Salamatja ibadeg Thank You very much. 

Franklin Almoza 
Ibaloi Tribe 


