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Mi. Chairman, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Indigenous children and youth. 
Indigenous sisters and brothers 

Mr. Chairman 
In the outset allow me to congratulate you on your re-election! 

On behalf o f the Saami Parliament ш Norway, I thank you for this opportunity to 
present some v iews on environmental issues from the perspective of the Saami, with 
special emphasis on the importance of this topic for indigenous children and young 
people. 

The environment and environmental issues in the broadest sense are o f the utmost 
concern to many of our young people, because the environment is part of the legacy 
left them by their ancestors. The environment is crucial to their future and to that of 
corning generations. 

The natural habitats in many indigenous territories are vulnerable, at the same time as 
they may be rich in natural resources. Environment-rriendly, sustainable activities and 
the prudent management of resources aro vital for preserving and protecting the very 
grounds for continuing and further developing indigenous peoples' cultures and 
communities. Accordingly, the indigenous perspective and indigenous knowledge and 
practices must not only be taken into account, but be incorporated into mainstream 
efforts in a sound, relevant manner to protect the environment and preserve biological 
diversity. Paragraph 22bis in the official political declaration from The United 
Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg in 2002, 
reads: "We reaffirm ths vital role of Indigenous Peoples in sustainable development". 
And the documents frcm the Indigenous Peoples' Summit on sustainable development 
held in Kimberly in 2002 bear witness to the unanimous commitment of Indigenous 
Peoples to safeguarding our common future. Indigenous Peoples are not merely 
stakeholders; they are rigbtsholders. 

We face immense challenges in our work to promote sustainable development. 
Prudent resource management is a prerequisite for indigenous peoples' cultural 
continuity and progress, and it has direct relevance for indigenous peoples' economic 
development and settlement patterns. Just as nature provides the basis for indigenous 
peoples' livelihood, it provides the framework for our ties to the past and for our 
sense of cultural belonging. It is indeed the source of our indigenous knowledge and 
way of life today. 

Traditional land use is being subjected to increasing pressure in many indigenous 
territories, which make sustainable land use increasingly difficult. Biological diversity 
is being sacrificed, undermining in turn indigenous communities' development 
opportunities, wealth creation, cultural continuity and social welfare. 

The Saami Parliament in Norway has systematically been intensifying its efforts to 
deal with environmental challenges in Saami territories in recent years. The Saami 
Parliament's environmental and land use policy seeks to promote nature conservation 



and resource use that will ensure the continuous development of our culture and 
community. The primary objective of the policy is to achieve balanced social 
development within the parameters set by the environment and nature itself. 

This includes adopting a separate Indigenous peoples' Agenda 21 in addition to a 
special declaration on sustainable development whose paramount objective is cultural 
continuity based on the Saami's status and human and indigenous rights. Pursuant to 
the declaration, the Saami Parliament aspires to: 

• achieve recognition o f the principle o f indigenous peoples' right to self-
determination; 

• give environmental efforts an international perspective by working together 
with indigenous peoples in other countries; 

• raise the awarentïss o f children and youth about indigenous peoples' 
perspective on sustainable development. 

The Saami Parliament is eager to play a constructive role in the work with 
environmental issues in an effort to promote the indigenous perspective in the Saami 
territories. The content of Chapter 26 of the UN's Programme of Action for 
Sustainable Development, Agenda 21, emphasizes the importance of indigenous 
peoples' contributions to environmental and resource management. 

The environment, land use and the question o f the Saamis' rights as an indigenous 
people, including their tights to land, water and natural resources, are all closely 
related. One prerequisite far being able to preserve and develop a multi-faceted 
community is that the resource base for Saami culture and livelihoods must be 
protected and managed prudently to benefit current and future generations. 

It is important to give children, youth and others confidence in the future and the 
opportunity to help shape it, even though the conditions for doing so are 
fundamentally different in different parts o f the world. Today's indigenous youth are 
tomorrow's resource mñnagers and bearers of our cultural traditions. Thus w e must 
escalate our commitment to raising young people's awareness of environmental 
issues, at the same time as we give them a chance to get involved in decisions on 
community and land use planning processes. 

The Permanent Forum's second session constitutes an arena that brings together 
youth, bureaucrats and politicians, and each group views the world from its own 
perspective I would therefore urge participants to be sensitive to the signals and 
views presented by the other participants, and to bear them in mind during your 
further efforts lo address environmental issues and in your work to improve the 
situation of indigenous children and youth. Combining several different views may 
result in new opportunities! 

Thank you for your attention. 


