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Thank you Madam Chairperson for giving me an opportunity to address the 19 t h Session 
of the United Nations' Working Group on Indigenous Populations. 

Distinguished members of the Working Group, government delegates and fellow 
indigenous brothers and sisters. 

I am Rev. Bhikkhu taking the floor on behalf of the indigenous Jumma people of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh. 

Madam Chair, as an indigenous people, we, the Jummas, want to peacefully survive in 
our ancestral homeland, the Chittagong Hill Tracts, with our own identity. The CHT 
Peace Accord reached between the government of Bangladesh and our people's 
political organization, PCJSS (Parbattya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti) in 1997, is a 
right step towards this end. However, Madam Chair, it is regretting to report to this 
distinguished Working Group that the government of Bangladesh has failed to meet its 
obligations to the Accord. As a result, we continue to be deprived of our fundamental 
rights even after the CHT Peace Accord. 

Madam Chair, the violation of human rights by the government forces continues 
unabated even in the post-Accord Chittagong Hill Tracts. As for example, please allow 
me Madam Chair to mention three cases of human rights violations that took place very 
recently in the region. 

On I 8 , h May 2001, the military in association with police and hundred of Bengali 
settlers set ablaze 42 houses and looted and destroyed 91 houses of the Jumma people 
in Dighinala area. As a result of the violence five Jumma women were seriously 
wounded. 

Again on 2 5 t h June 2001, the Bangladesh Rifle (para-military forces) and Bengali 
settlers burnt down 110 houses and looted 125 houses of the Jumma people in 
Ramgarh resulting in some 2,500 Jummas being made homeless and approximately 100 
Jummas crossed over into neighboring India. 

On 2 2 n d May 2001, a group of military raped three Jumma women in Matiranga area. 

Madam Chair, we believe that our political, economic and socio-cultural development 
and protection of human rights lies, to a great extent, in the proper implementation of 
the CHT Accord. That why we, the indigenous Jumma people, want to see the 



Bangladesh government respect its obligations to the CHT Peace Accord and bring an 
end to all forms of human rights violation against us in our homeland. 

Finally, Madam Chair, I reaffirm that we trust in the principles of the United Nations— 
security, peace and justice. / , therefore, urge this distinguished Working Group to 
kindly recommend a team from the United Nations High Commission on Human 
Rights to visit the CHT and observe the implementation process of the CHT Peace 
Accord in the interest of sustainable peace and development in the region. 

Thank you Madam for your kind attention 


