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ARCHIVES Mr. Raju Pandhara 
Adivasi Ekta Parishad 

Chairperson Madame Daes, 

Land alienation in various forms has been the prinicipal cause of pauperisation and absorption 
of Adivasi/Indigenous peoples into the lowest rank of the Indian caste society. Whether it is 
due to exploitation and development of natural resources, building up of infrastructure, 
expansion of industries or promotion of tourism - all in the name of "National Progress" - it is 
the Adivasis who are paying the price in the form of their land. The resulting dispossession 
has almost destroyed our social fabric as it has forced us into permanent displacement and 
turned us into exploited and vulnerable labourers. The majority of us has already lost our 
language , oral history and cultural identity. 

Whatever was left of our traditional self-sustained agro-ecological system has all but 
collapsed due to the forest policy of the Government of India and the related large-scale 
deforestation and destruction of our habitat. Caught up in a cash agriculture economy many of 
us have lost our land and due to indebtedness, outsiders have now become de facto owners of 
our ancesteral land. 

The seriousness of the land problem facing us can be seen from the fact of the last six months 
events, where more than 20 Adivasis have been killed, hundreds injured and 16 villages 
completeley destroyed by unprovoked police attack. The common factor in these incidents in 
the three different Indian states has been the land issue. In the first, police opened fire on a 
peaceful gathering of Adivasis who were protesting against the construction of the Koel Kara 
Dam in the new state of Jharkhand. A dam that will submerge vaste areas of their land. The 
second incident was the result of a terror campaign - incredible named "Operation Clean" -
launched by the Madhya Pradesh Government to "clean" the forest of the Indigenous peoples 
living there. The third incident took place in Maharasthra and was an answer to the demand of 
Indigenous Peoples for the restoration of their status as share croppers in Government land. 
This status had earlier been granted them but later denied by the Government. 

However, the most serious threat to what little remains as our our land involves the recent 
thinking of the Government of India to revise the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution that 
provide certain protections to Adivasis. The said Schedule has been undermined during the 
last year when the Kerala Government permitted the purchase of Adivasi land by outsiders 
and now by the privatisation of BALCO, a public sector industry built on Adivasi land. The 
revision of the Fifth Schedule to prejudice of the Indigenous peoples of India will be the final 
weapon of ethnocide. 

We therefore urge upon this auspicious body to prevail upon the Indian Government to desist 
from such attempts and implement in full the recommendation of the Bhuria Committee. We 
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further urge the Indian Government to support the United Nations' work in favour of 
Indigenous Peoples' rights. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Raju Pandhara 
Adivasi Ekta Parishad 
Choudhary Wadi, 
Virar (E), Taluka - Vasai, 
Dist. Thane, 401 303 
Maharashtra, INDIA 


