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Under Item No. 05 - Recent Developments 

Madam Chairperson, distinguish members of the observer Governments, 
Indigenous Elders, brothers and sisters. I bring you greetings from my people-
Nagas, 

I take this opportunity to share with you all the recent developments in our land. 
We have seen four years of Peace in our land in the1-j>G5t 54 years of the post 
European colonial period In South Asia. 

The social space allowed by the ongoing peace process has enabled the civil 
society groups both in India ond in Nagalim to meet more frequently and 
coordinate their contributions to the Peace process. 

As part of this coordination between the two civil societies, a team of civil 
society groups from India toured various parts of Nagalim and interacted 
extensively with the members of the public as well as the Indian military and 
civilian officers, in March 2001. This was in part a response to the "Journey of 
Conscience" Naga civil society made to New Delhi in January 2000. The visit of 
the Indian Civil Society culminated in a joint consultation from 18-20 T h March 
2001, in Kohima, the center of our people. 

Following an intensive consultation the civil societies adopted a two-point 
resolution - the "Kohima Declaration". Based on the spot findings, the Indian 
civil society groups submitted a memorandum to the President of India, where 
they stated and I quote: 'We in the rest of India can no longer escape the 
consequence of a military suppression of the Naga people, which throw away 
the nation's human and materia/ resources and carries the real danger of 
subversion of our democratic process". 

The consultation process of the civil societies set up an enquiry Commission to 
Investigate violations of human rights and democratic rights of Nagas during 
the current cease-fire and before. This commission is in a process of putting 
together a report one of its first kind in the past five decades. A Peoples 
Commission comprising eminent persons from India and Nagalim is being 



constituted to study the report and recommend measures for preventing such 
violations and to address the basic needs of the affected persons. 

The controversy over the ceasefire area has persistently threatened to 
derail the peace process. 1 

This year in June the government of India decided to shore up the fragile 
cease-fire by reaffirming its commitment to a complete cease-fire. On 1 4 t h June 
2001 India and NSCN issued a joint statement in Bangkok that they will observe 
the cease-fire without territorial limits This statement was widely welcomed as 
a minimum requirement to pave the way for a meaningful political dialogue and 
settlement. 

The above decision of the Government of India (&01) is being perceived as an 
indication of a shift towards a more meaningful political dialogue concerning the 
future of our people. This could become a historic step to bring to an end to the 
systematic repression of our people's aspirations by the Indian State. The June 
2001 joint statement stands for cessation of violence by both sides to create a 
conducive atmosphere for a peaceful resolution of the long-standing conflict. 

For the peoples living in the North-East of India, the India -Nagalim Ceasefire 
holds the prospect for de-militarization in their region, a step towards the 
restoration of the basic civil, democratic right and human rights. 

Sadly, the prospect of peace in Naga areas, has been projected by some 
elements particularly in Manipur, as a threat to their interests. Although, the 
June 2001 extension of the Ceasefire applies only to the Naga areas, Meiteis 
have resorted to mob tactics to frustrate the due observance of the ceasefire 
in all the our villages. Ever since the eruption of violence on 18th June in Imphal 
valley of Manipur, thousands of Nagas have been forced to leave their homes in 
Imphal valley. The Manipur Police/Rifles have done nothing to prevent the mob 
terror campaign against our people. 

Our people. Elders, Women, Youth, have always tried to bring an understanding 
with the Meiteis through dialogue and community sharing. Unfortunately, they 
have not been coming forward, due to, apparently, the tradition of Hindu social 
segregation. However, we as peoples who know that we are neighbours and will 
remain neighbours forever must do everything to stop the mob frenzy and 
threat of violence based on numerical strength. 



Through this statement, I appeal to the AAeities and the International 
Community to lend your helping hand restore the long lost peace in our land, 
Nagalim. 

Kuknalim! 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

ItTliis demand for clarification was purely on apprehension as the Nagas are now divided 
into the Slates of Manipur. Arunuchul Pradesh. Assam and Nugtdand in India and in western 
part of Burma (now Myanmar): and the text of the Agreement simply said that it is between 
'tw o entities '. It did not specify any given territory and it was understood to he universal.) 


