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19 t h Session of the United Nations ' Working Group on Indigenous Populations 
July 23-27, 2001, Geneva, Switzerland 

Statement by Shanti EChalkho, ECITP, India 

Agenda Item No. 5 - Review of Developments Pertaining to Protection and Promotion of 
Human Rights of Indigenous peoples 

Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Working Group, government 
representatives and fellow indigenous delegates. Cordial greetings to all of you from 
Jharkhand, India 

I am representing here the Oraon indigenous people of Jharkhand, India. 

Madam Chairperson, I wish to share with you the development history of the Oraon people in 
the context of the on going discussion on the protection and promotion of the rights of 
indigenous and tribal peoples in this distinguished Working Group. 

Like many indigenous peoples in the world, the Oraon indigenous people are closely linked 
with the land. They faced displacement by various development projects undertaken by the 
government. They have been continuously been threatened by those who acquire political 
power and who occupy the ancestral land of the Oraon indigenous people. A number of 
families are uprooted from their village; poor peasants are evicted from their agricultural land, 
which is the primary source of their livelihood. They are unable to think of alternative 
employment opportunities other than agriculture. The government know it very well. So it 
usually does not promote the indigenous people's right to self-determination and does not 
solve their problems. We have to affirm our unity in continuing our struggle for recognition of 
our rights. 

It is very imperative to politically empower the indigenous people so that they can take 
decision on the their affairs. 

Finally, Madam Chairperson, if the governments are at all interesyn the economic, social and 
cultural development of indigenous peoples, they should recognize their right to self-
determination. 

Thank you Madam Chairperson 
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