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Thank you Mr. Chairperson, 

The Arctic Region, with its vulnerable ecosystem is lhe territory of 

approximately 50 indigenous peoples. The Saami Council emphasizes 

the importance of safeguarding our land and waters for future generations. New 

areas in the Arctic is opened up for extractive industries like oil, gas and mining 

companies. The rough climate and fragile environment in our territories puts our 

existence as peoples at risk. Oil and gas activity in the Barents Sea is escalating, 

where Saami rights are neglected and oil-shipment by ships in poor 

condition threatens our costal environment. 

The Saami people's environment is further - at least potentially -

threatened by the new proposed Finnmark Act. We intend to revisit this proposed 

legislation in more depth under the agenda item human rights. 

The Saami Council welcomes the promising cooperation within the 
Arctic Council framework, where governments, indigenous peoples and 
scientists jointly monitor the development in the Arctic. Concerned by indigenous 
peoples' problems to receive financing for participate on an equal level, we still hold 
that the Arctic Council has promising elements of governments and indigenous 
peoples coming together to discuss the environmental challenges we all face on a 
regional basis. 



The Saami Council encourages the Permanent Forum to call on relevant 
UN system organizations, such as UNEP, the Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the World Bank Group and the UNDP, to assist the Permanent 
Forum in from an indigenous perspective follow up the recommendations made by 
the World Summit and in the Kimberley Declaration. 

The Saami Council encourages the Permanent Forum to recommend to 
relevant UN system organizations, such as the Sercretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the World Bank Group, UNEP, WTO, IMF and WIPO, to 
conduct studies on to what extent the principle of free, prior and informed consent 
has been applied in projects and practices that affect indigenous lands, waters and 
natural and other resources. 



Further, the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment report, due next year, 
will comprise an integration of scientific and traditional knowledge that 
hopefully will allow guidance of political steps necessary to end the destruction of 
our surrounding environment. The Saami Council is proud to be part of this 
project and are looking forward to report back, together with our other indigenous 
brothers and sisters in the Arctic region, to the Permanent Forum when the 
recommendations are made public. 

Mr, Chairperson, 

The Saami Council recommends that the Permanent Forum cooperates 

closely with the Arctic Council, to ensure that the particular Arctic issues are taken 

into consideration by the Forum in all its work within the mandate area 

environment. 

Mr Chairperson, 

In addition, the Saami Council would like to make some 

recommendations in short calling for the follow up on the World Summit on 

Sustainable Development as well as the Kimberley Declaration adopted by the 

Indigenous Representatives in connection with the World Summit as well as 

recommending studies being done regarding the appliance by UN bodies to the 

fundamental principle of prior and inform consent. However, in order to not take up 

more of your time, we will submit these recommendations in writing to the 

secretariat. Of course, we will also make them available to all participants interested. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention. 


