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Thank you Mr. Chairman, at this time I would like to thank C.I.S.A. 
for their help in bringing me in here. 

My name is Adelard Blackman, I am the Special Emmissary for 
Cheif Elmer Campbell and the people of the Buffalo River Dene Nation. We 
have this to say in addresssing issues on the environment. We currently 
have a court case, Cataract/Sylvestre vs. The Queen, that has gone before 
the Supreme Court of Canada. Last April the court refused to hear this 
case because, and I quote, « it had to many implications for Canada » . On 
April 11/03 at the Commision on Human Rights in Geneve we made a 
declaration on the floor, that we the Buffalo River Dene Nation would take 
the Canadian Government and the multinational coporations within our 
territory to the World Court at the Hague. This case, involving our right to 
subsistance has severe consequences to our Treaty Rights as a « Peoples ». 

The other day I was asked what is one point that stands out for me on 
the environment. Today, there is always a question in the back of our 
minds, whether it is safe to eat the wild meat and fish that we get. In our 
prophecies we were told that this was going to happen. And it is here now. 

The multinational coporations within our territory are literally 
destroying our land in the name of progress. The effect on wild life and the 
environment is devastating. 

The words of our Elders is that Mother Earth can no longer substain 
herself and that we as Indigenous Peoples must take action to make the 
world aware that we are in trouble. What do our future generations have to 
look forward to if we do nothing. 

It has been a lot of hard work and a long journey to get to this point 
of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. It is a positive step in the 
right direction for Indigenous Peoples and we still have a long way to go. 
On the recommedation for the Permanent Forum on the Environment we 
have three points we wish to bring forward. 



1. RECOMMEND AN INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT 
TO SETTLE ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTES AND TO PROTECT 
OUR EARTH 

2. SOME POSSIBILITIES WOULD BE AN UNITED 
NATIONS ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY COUNCIL OR 
TRANFORM THE CURRENT PERMANENT COURT OF 
ARBITRATION IN THE HAGUE. 

3. ADOPTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL DRAFT PRINCIPLES 

4. GIVE THE PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS 
ISSUES A THE PROPER RESOURCES TO FULFILL ITS MANDATE 

And finally Mr.Chairman it saddens me to see that the 
recommendations made last year only a small percentage of those 
recommendations were acted upon. We must as Indigenous Peoples come 
together to let International Community know that we have earned that 
right to Respect and Dignity by our people who have already lost their lives 
in the struggle just to get us here today. 

Members of the Permanent Forum, the Indigenous Peoples Caucus 
and members states I commend you all for the work we have done and that 
our prayers are with you all. 

Ma Cee Chou 
Thank you very much. 


