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Mr. Chair, Members of the Permanent Forum, Distinguished Representatives, Indigenous 

brothers and sisters, ' ano 'a i mai какой! 

Hiki mai au mai nã mokupuni o Hawai' i me ko 'u mau küpuna no ka a 'o 'ana a pale 'ana no nã 

mea pono no ka po 'e maoli. 

I come from the islands of Hawai ' i with my ancestors for the purpose of learning and defending 

the rights of native peoples. 

My name is Elisabeth Mehanaokalãhelenihikapõ Ka' iama and I am a 20 year native Hawaiian 

Student at the KamakakOokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies at the University of Hawai' i at 

Mãnoa. 

Today in my homeland approximately 200,000 acres of Hawaiian land are controlled by the 

United States military. 56% of these lands are "ceded lands," or lands that have been promised 

to be used to benefit Hawaiian people. But instead, these lands are exploited and desecrated and 

their abuse inflicts a negative impact on the cultural survival of native Hawaiians. 

Our cultural sites and traditions all take a back seat to the development and actions of the 

military. For example, the 36 fishponds in Ke 'Awalau o Pu'uloa that once feed thousands of 

people have been destroyed and replaced with the Pearl Harbor military facility, which currently 

is on the National Priorities List of most contaminated sites. With over 45 toxic sites, it is 

estimated that it will take well over $160,000,000 to clean up these areas. 

The island of Kaho'olawe which was taken in 1941 was bombed for50 consecutive years by the 

United States military. Cultural sites were destroyed and severe damage was inflicted upon the 
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ecology of the island so much so that $400,000,000 has been appropriated for the transfer and 

cleanup of the island. 

On the island of Hawai ' i , Põhakuloa is used to train thousands of soldiers in live-fire combat 

despite that fact that Põhakuloa has the highest concentration of endangered species in an army 

installation in the world. These 108,000 acres of land house 27 endangered species of plants 

and animals in addition to 50 historical sites and well over 1,000 archeological features. 

Several hundred Hawaiians were evicted from Mãkua valley while 3,000 iwi or native bones 

were unearthed and removed from Mokapu to make room for the military who in return gave 

Hawaiians over 400 toxic sites which will take well over $600,000,000 to be cleaned. 

In taking lands the military greatly affects the natives of Hawai' i who have a familial link to the 

'ãina or land. 2 5 % of the island of O'ahu, which happens to be the most developed and 

overpopulated island, are controlled by the military. As more arid more land is claimed by the 

military, more cultural sites are destroyed, more hardships and heartaches are bestowed upon 

Hawaiians and more non-natives are imported from the continent to be trained on our lands. As 

it is, military personnel and dependents already account for over 16% of Hawai ' i ' s population 

with settlers outnumber Hawaiians 80% to 20%. 

The lands and ocean of my homeland are becoming crowded facilities that leak harmful 

substances such as lead, TCE, mercury and petroleum into the environment, [n abusing our 

lands the military directly violates Articles 7, 10 to 14, and 25 to 31 of the United 

Nations Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

The military claims to take our lands in order to provide national security. So it is ironic that the 

largest threat to the security of Hawaiians beliefs and practices is the United States military and 

their insatiable desire for Hawaiian lands. In order to improve the lives of Hawaiians the 

military needs to stop polluting and destroying our lands. Appropriating money for restoration is 

not enough; no more lands should become victims of the military. No more sites should be 

destroyed, no more residents evicted, no more nuclear chemicals should buried in our lands. 

In closing, I call for the immediate adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples and ask that Hawai'i be reinscribed on the UN List of Decolonizing Nations. 

Mahalo. 


