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Land is the foundation of the culture of indigenous people of Bangladesh, who 
have been the custodians of natural resources for centuries. In recent times 
the forest environment of the indigenous peoples have been seriously 
degraded by deforestation, siltation and pollution. This has led to a loss in 
biodiversity, with the traditional knowledge and practices of indigenous groups 
going unrecognised and being undermined. 

Many of the problems in Bangladesh are cause by the huge population 
pressure on the land, environmental degradation and natural disasters. 

These problems have been exacerbated in the Chittagong Hill Tracts where a 
government sponsored transmigration programme in the 1980s, brought 
nearly half a million settlers from the plains of Bangladesh to an already 
fragile and unique ecosystem. 

The indigenous organisations of Bangladesh would like to make the following 
recommendations to the Permanent Forum: 

1. For all UN agencies, states and Bretton Woods institutions: 
a. to ensure the implementation of Article 8j of the Convention on 

Biodiversity, as ratified by the Government of Bangladesh 
b. to halt until proper assessment can be carried out of the so-

called 'afforestation programmes' that focus on the wide scale 
planting of monocultures such as Burmese teak, rubber and 
even tobacco (by British American Tobacco), destroying natural 
forests and biodiversity, and leading to widespread illegal 
logging in collusion with corrupt forestry officials and security 
personnel, 

2. For UNEP to facilitate the inclusion of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in its 
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment programme, to urgently investigate 
the status of this unique environment, which comprises over 60% of the 
forested area of Bangladesh. 
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a. to involve the indigenous people and recognise their traditional 
knowledge in this process, in accordance with the Millennium 
Declaration 

b. to conduct a National Environmental Management Assessment 
Programme (NEMAP) of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, as in the 
rest of Bangladesh 


