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Madame Chair, 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to convey the situation of the indigenous people of Rendu at 
the island of Flores. For thousands of years we have had our own political and lineage system and also 
land tenure territorial system. Despite the forced transformation into the Indonesian nation-system, the 
Rendu Indigenous people of EBU REDU still continues to practise their strong cultural inheritance 
and sovereignty according to their own systems. The traditional Rendu society regulates the strictly 
patrillinial lineage of land rights through inheritance or redistribution of existing resources. 

The main problem now is that the successive government administrations in Indonesia together with 
the modem development programs have largely neglected our customary land rights and subsequently 
our sovereignty and traditional wisdom. 
The implementation of the Indonesian government resolution no. 5/1979 and the forestry regulation 
no.41/1999 have become the issue why tens of hectares of the Rendu lands have been claimed by the 
government as state owned property. The problem of unilateral land disputes has provided a basis for 
the neighbouring Ngada government to seize and annex illegally 50 hectares of the Rendu community 
land in 1969. Facing the resistance of the Rendu people, the government with the police officials have 
maltreated and driven out the Rendu from their gardens by burning their hamlets and devastating their 
plantations of coconuts and palms. 
The lands, besides symbolizing the kinship system of Rendu Integrity, have significant locations for 
agricultural ritual and distribution rites of existing ecological resources. The Rendu population in 1993 
took first hand action to restore their customary land rights, followed in 1995 and in 1998. The 
government and police officials reacted violently by mistreating them, the worst happened in 1998 
when hundreds of hectares were illegally occupied by the neighbouring people as the beneficiaries of 
the IF AD, - the International Food & Agricultural Development - , project sponsored by their 
governments. I myself was involved in this resistance. Together with hundreds of the Rendu 
indigenous people were we arrested tortured without any law processes. I was heavily beaten and 
tortured. We were detained and were released after several months with no compensation for this 
illegal detention. Until now the Rendu people are unjustly and unfairly treated. 

Almost completely stripped from our traditional lands, rights and customary law system, the Rendu 
have to endure another great loss in the traditional beliefs and customary law. Since end of the year 
2000 our PEO, - a symbolic human statue - that has an essential meaning as a key tool in the arranging 
of community land rights and the distribution of natural resources, was stolen. We were informed that 
this 300-year-old statue would have been stolen by a gang working for collectors' syndicate to be sold 
in the U.S., Canada, England and Germany. The Rendu people want to retrieve this statue as it 
constitutes the key to in our customary laws. 



Just before I left for Geneva we heard the news that a giant Dam was going to be built on our island. 
This is alarming to our people. We are sure that the benefits for this Dam will only come to the big 
Corporations and not to us as the indigenous people. As a matter of fact the indigenous people of 
RENDU will only be victimized by this so-called development. 
Their development is our destruction. 

Madam Chairperson, our fundamental FLORES rights as an indigenous people and the rights to our 
ancestral lands are in jeopardy, as are the cases also with the indigenous peoples in Sulawesi, Timor, 
Sumba, Alor, West Papua and the Moluccas. 

It is our firm believe that we retain the sovereignty to preserve the cultural heritage, customary laws 
traditions and to develop our lands and natural resources for the benefit of our own. 

Thank you Madam Chair for your very kind attention. 
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